Consumer Tips

While there is no substitute for supervision, if you are
considering purchasing a device to assist driver awareness
at the rear of a car, some consumer tips are available on
the MAA website at www.maa.nsw.gov.au/campaigns
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Where are your kids!

Child safety in your driveway




TRAGICALLY ONE CHILD, OFTEN A TODDLER, IS RUN OVER IN THE DRIVEWAY OF

THEIR HOME EVERY WEEK IN AUSTRALIA.

he vehicle is usually only moving slowly and is often being
driven by a parent, family member or friend.

We don't think of small children as being in danger in such a familiar and caring
environment - but they arel

Srrall children are naturally inquisitive and want to see what's going on. They
can also move surprisingly quickly.

In the time it takes for the driver to say goodbye and start the car, a child can
move from a'safe’ position onto the driveway and into the path of the vehicle.

Srrall children can be impossible to see from inside a car; especially if they are
immediately behind it.

The rear vision of a number of popular cars has been tested and results show
that there is not a'blind spot but in fact a large ‘blind space’ behind most cars.

Even if your car has parking sensors or a video camera fitted, you may not
notice a small child until it is too late to stop.

What can you do to prevent such a tragedy?

* Always supervise your children whenever a vehicle is to
be moved - hold their hands or hold them close to keep
them safe.

« |f you're the only adult at home and need to move a
vehicle, even only a small distance, place children securely
in the vehicle with you while you move it.

« A driveway is actually a small road — discourage children
from using it as a play area.

* Make access to the driveway from the house difficuft for
a child, possibly using security doors, fencing or gates.

The Facts

* Young children often do the unexpected — they require constant
supervision to keep them safe.

* More than one third of pedestrians aged under six years killed in motor
vehicle crashes were killed 'off road' in yards, carparks and driveways.

* Children aged under three years are the most likely to be killed or
injured in home driveways, often by a reversing vehicle driven by a
parent, relative or friend.

* Many of the young children who are not killed sustain severe and
permanent injuries.

* Even when drivers use mirrors while reversing, visibility behind the car is
limited. This has been confirmed in an NRMA Insurance study.
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