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New tenancy laws came into effect in NSW 
on 31 January 2011. These new laws include 
over 100 changes to the rights and           
responsibilities of tenants and landlords and 
are the result  of an extensive consultation 
process. 
 
The new laws allow more flexibility for tenants to make minor 
alterations to the premises which can improve child safety.  
These could include additions such as child safety locks on 
windows and doors.  These alterations will require the written 
consent of the landlord and costs will be agreed between both 
parties. 
 
The owner of the property must also comply with statutory    
obligations relating to the health and safety of the premises.  
For example if the premises include a swimming pool then it is 
the landlordsô responsibility to ensure obligations under the 
Swimming Pool Fencing Act 1992 are met. 
 
They are also required to disclose if the premises are subject  
to significant health or safety risks that are not apparent on      
inspection of property. This could include such things as        
asbestos in the property or lead paint. 
 
For further information on the new tenancy laws please visit 
the NSW Fair Trading website: oft.nsw.gov.au 

 

http://www.oft.nsw.gov.au
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You can support Kidsafe NSW in a number of ways. 
 
Your contribution will assist us to continue many of 
our community education and research programs and 
to begin new initiatives.  
 
For more information contact the Kidsafe NSW office 
on  02 98450890.  

A Message from the Executive Officer  

 

 

 

 

 

Kidsafe NSW  

Kidsafe House, Hainsworth Street  

WESTMEAD NSW 2145 

Postal Address 

c/o The Childrenôs Hospital at Westmead 

Locked Bag 4001  

Westmead NSW 2145 
Phone: 02 9845 0890 Fax: 02 9845 0895 

 Email: kidsafe@chw.edu.au 
  Website: kidsafensw.org  

 

Kidsafe Hunter  

Shop 5, Pacific Hwy Arcade, Hilltop Plaza 

Charlestown NSW 2290 

PH: 0249424488   Fax: 02 4942 4499 

Email: kidsafe@kidsafehunter.com 

Website: kidsafehunter.com 

 

Welcome to the Autumn edition of Kidsafe News. This 
edition has information on the new tenancy laws, 
boating safety, pool fencing and  backyard play. It   
also has some useful websites for parents, carers and 
teachers which have activities on child safety. Please 
let us know if there are other resources you might   
recommend. 
 
With winter slowly approaching, the NSW Fire Service also recommends that 
people use the end of daylight   saving on April 4 as a good reminder for       
parents and carers to check that smoke alarms are working properly. Visit 
changeyourbattery.com.au if you would like more information on smoke alarms. 
 
On behalf of Kidsafe NSW, I would like to take this opportunity to farewell Judi 
Geggi. After 19 years as a member of the Kidsafe NSW Council and          
Chairperson of the Kidsafe Hunter Regional Committee, Judi has announced 
that she will be  stepping down from these positions.  I would like to  thank Judi 
for her commitment and dedication to supporting child injury prevention over 
many years and particularly her involvement in child safety programs in the 
Hunter Region.  Her leadership has ensured that child safety has a high profile 
in the region.  
 
On behalf of her Kidsafe NSW colleagues I wish Judi all the best in her new 
ventures. I am sure that wherever her life and career paths take her she will 
always be a wonderful advocate on child safety issues. 
 

Regards         

Christine Erskine 

SUPPORT KIDSAFE NSW  

 

 

 

 

 

Kidsafe NSW thanks Compass Pools,    

SPASA and Ingal Civil for supporting  

Kidsafe News  

 

Judi Geggi (pictured above) retires after   
19 years service as a committee member 
serving both Kidsafe NSW and the Hunter 
Regional Sub Committee.. 

http://www.changeyourbattery.com.au
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 Is Your Pool Fenced?  

 
 

Boating Safety  

 

 
 

 

The pleasant autumn weather means that many people are still taking the opportunity to spend their leisure time 
on the water ð rivers, lakes and the ocean. Boating is a terrific recreational activity which can be enjoyed by the 
whole  family.  The NSW Government has recently announced new rules on lifejackets to ensure everyone's 
safety on our  waterways which all boat owners and users should be aware of. 
 
From 1st November 2010 recreational vessels in NSW are now required to carry            
lifejackets which are the appropriate size and type for each person on board. All           
lifejackets must meet the Australian Standard and need to be placed in a location which 
allows for easy access. The lifejacket must be the correct size for the  intended wearer. 
 
Supervision on and around water is critical to ensuring the safety of people using our   
waterways. NSW Maritime have launched a campaign ñTAKE CARE BE PROP AWAREò 
to bring attention to the dangers posed by boat propellers. Injuries from boat propellers 
can be very serious and sometimes fatal. 

 
 
People who are involved in tow sports on water such as     
water skiing, and wakeboarding need to take particular care 
when using boats around swimmers or near children. 
 
For further information on boating and the new rules go to the 
NSW Government websiteð  
maritime.nsw.gov.au/campaigns/ 

Drowning is one of the leading causes of death for NSW children under five years old. 
Sadly half of these deaths occur in backyard swimming pools. 
 
New swimming pool fencing laws came into effect  in 2010.  The Swimming Pools Act 
1992 and Swimming Pools Regulation 2008 states that a pool which is capable of   
being filled with 300mm of water must be surrounded by a child-resistant barrier. This 
applies not only to concrete and fibreglass swimming pools but also inflatable pools, 
temporary or wading pools, above ground pools and spas. 
 
Owners are responsible for ensuring that pools on their property are properly fenced 
and meet the requirements of the Swimming Pools Act 1992. Pool fencing should be 
checked regularly to ensure it is being properly maintained.  
 
For further information on the new laws please contact your local council or visit the 
following websites: 

Safe Waters NSWð safewaters.nsw.gov.au. 

Swimming Pool and Spa Associationð spasa.org.au  

Childrenôs Hospital Westmeadð chw.edu.au 

 
When your children are in or near    
water, watch them very carefully. Stay 
close enough to reach out and touch 
them. This includes bathtubs, toilets, 
ponds, pools and spas ï even buckets 
of water.  
 
Keep the bath plug out of reach of small children.  

Safety Tips ñaround water  

http://www.maritime.nsw.gov.au/campaigns/
http://www.safewaters.nsw.gov.au.
http://www.spasa.org.au
http://www.chw.edu.au
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Effective Supervision in the Backyard & Playground  

Information adapted from Creating Safe Play Areas on Farms, National 
Childrenôs Centre for Rural and Agricultural Health and Safety  2009 
 
A safe play area is a carefully planned, designated 
location with limited exposure to hazards such as   
traffic (away from driveways) and environmental    
concerns. With effective adult supervision, safe play 
activities allow children to experience physical,     
emotional, social and intellectual development. 
 
The leading cause of serious play-related injuries are 
due to falls from play equipment onto hard ground        
surfaces. 
 

Effective Supervision ðGood adult supervision     
involves careful, attentive monitoring of a child. While 
the home is often perceived as a fairly safe, controlled 
environment not requiring stringent supervision to 
children, the backyard and outside the home can 
sometimes be unpredictable and uncontrollable. 
 
The following supervision guidelines are                       
recommended: 

Constant supervision means that an adult is    
always within sight and sound of a child. 
Intermittent  supervision occurs when an adult is 
out of sight and sound for up to 15 minutes. 
Periodic  supervision involves visual observation 
of a child at least every 15 ï 30 minutes. 

 
The proper amount of supervision depends on the 
age of the child, the number of children engaged 

in play, the type of play occurring and the location 
of play.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children 2 to 6 years of age  
need constant  supervision during play. They are 
slowly developing their muscles and balance. They 

are learning about spatial relationships and how to 
solve problems. Children this age are entirely         
dependent on adults to provide them with appropriate 
and safe play opportunities. 
  

Adults should  
Allow exploration within firm   
boundaries under careful watch 
Provide reassurance to children 
that an adult is near and will keep 
them safe 
Give simple explanations about 
why some things are "off limits" 

  

Children 7 to 9 years of age   
have increased mobility and require larger spaces for 
play. They should have constant  or intermittent     
supervision during play. 
  

Adults should  
Be firm and consistent and        
promote respect for safety rules 
Take questions seriously and    
explain consequences of unsafe 
play 
Explain how and where to contact 
an adult quickly in case of       
emergency 
Encourage exploration and         
creativity 

  

Children 10 years of age and older                        
require intermittent or periodic  supervision,         
depending on the play activities. Children this age are 
very mobile and are seeking challenges. They begin 
seeking new experiences that are more complex and 
may pose greater risk for harm. They still do not fully 
understand hazards and the potential  consequences 
of hazards. 
  

Adults should  
Set and enforce consistent rules 
and explain consequences of 
breaking those rules 
Explain how and where to contact 
an adult quickly in case of      
emergency 
Encourage exploration and         
creativity 
Set and enforce ñhouse rulesò for 
other children who may be visiting 
Explore play areas or recreational activities that 
optimise challenges and development.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
For more developmental stages information visit the Ages 
and Stages project on the websiteð kidsafensw.org 
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Many local councils have Road Safety Officers who are responsible for 
implementing road safety programs within their local  government area. 
 
As part of these programs many local councils offer free child restraint 
checking days to residents. These are often advertised in the Councilôs 
newsletter or in  local papers distributed in the area. 
 
If you would like to have your child restraint checked contact your local 
council to see if any free restraint checking days are planned.   
 
For a small fee you can also have your restraint checked or fitted by an 
authorised RTA restraint fitter. 
 
For further information visit: 

Kidsafe NSWð kidsafensw.org  

RTAð rta.nsw.gov.au 

NRMAð nrma.com.au for upcoming events. 

Poisons - Mothballs  

 
With cooler weather approaching many people are looking at bringing out warmer 
clothes which may have been stored away in mothballs during the summer 
months.  
 
Parents and carers should be aware that mothballs, moth flakes etc. are             
insecticides and can  contain  high levels of naphthalene. They usually come in a 
solid form which slowly releases a toxic gas which kills moths and insects.      
Mothballs are designed to be used in closed containers. The trapped fumes build 
up and kill any clothes moths inside. If mothballs are used out in the open, they 
can be harmful to children or pets if they touch, eat or breathe in any vapours from 
the mothballs. 

Following the death of a baby and serious injuries to two others in the past three years, a group of paediatricians 
from  neonatal unit in Australia and New Zealand have called for a ban on naphthalene which is used in         
mothballs. For further information see The Medical Journal of  Australia, Vol. 195, 2011, No.3. 
 
For advice on poisoning issues contact the Poisons Information Centre on 13 11 26. 

 
Flotation devices such as ñbubblesò and aquatic toys are often used by parents and carers  
to assist children be more comfortable in the water. 
 
It is important that children are always supervised in the water and that flotation devices 
and aquatic toys are not used as safety devices. 
 

When purchasing or using flotation devices and aquatic toys check the manufacturerôs age/and or weight         
recommendations for the child intending to use it. Always ensure that the product has been assembled properly 
as per the manufacturerôs instructions and that it is used for the intended purpose. 
 
Flotation devices in pools and waterways can also restrict parents and carersô  
vision and can act as an obstacle for children when in the water. Always ensure 
you have a clear view of the children you are supervising and ensure that flotation  
devices are not causing an obstruction or presenting a potential hazard. 
 
For further information visit the Safe Waters NSW website ð 
safewaters.nsw.gov.au. 
 

Flotation Devices  

Free Child Restraint Checks  

http://www.kidsafensw.org
http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.nrma.com.au/
http://www.safewaters.nsw.gov.au.
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Keep cleaners, medications and beauty products in a 
place where children canôt reach them. Use child safety 
locks. 

 

For Poison Information call 13 11 26. Call if you need 
help or want information about poisons. Call 000 if 
someone needs to go to the hospital right away. 

 

Visit Kidsafe NSW at the Pregnancy, Parent and Childrenôs EXPO 
 

When   Friday 20 May to Sunday 22nd May 2011 
  Open: Friday 10am - 4pm (last admission 3pm) 
  Saturday and Sunday 10am - 5pm (last admission 4pm) 
 

Where  Sydney Showground Exhibition Centre, Sydney Olympic Park 
 

Tickets  Adults: $16   Pensioners: $12 

 Children under 14: FREE 

S Kmart Australia Ltd has recalled a line of Dora the Explorer tops and a dress because infants may be 
able to remove numerous diamantes from the garments. The diamantes are small enough for an   
infant to ingest or inhale, causing a choking hazard.  

 
S Phil and Tedôs have recalled the Sportv2 and Classicv1 model strollers as a result of receiving      

complaints from adult users who had caught their fingers in the hinges and suffered serious laceration 
injuries. Phil and Ted's have developed a repair kit for customers to fit to their strollers.  

 
S Jemark Imports  - Noisy animal plush toys. Small parts cause a choking hazard for children up to and 

including 36 months of age. 
 
S Bright Spark Enterprises P/L - Tolo Maraca Rattle. May cause a choking hazard. 
 
For further information on these and other product recalls visit: recalls.gov.au 

Product Recalls  

 
 
 

 
Become a hero and enter the Sydney Morning Herald half 
marathon presented by Colonial First State  on Sunday 15 

May 2011. 
 

By participating in this event  you can become a fundraising   
Hero for Kidsafe NSW.  
 

 It only takes a few minutes to build your own web page and 
email to all of your contacts or friends on facebook to start    
fundraising.  
 

For more information visit : everydayhero.com.au/event/
smh_halfmarathon11 

Upcoming Events  

 
NRMA Insurance is     
offering community 
grants up to $5,000. 
Applications opened 
on 1 March and 
close on Thursday 
31 March 2011. 
 

Categories for applications include Crime      
Prevention, Road Safety, Emergency Readiness 
and Response and Environment. 
 
For more information go to: 
communitygrantsprogram.com.au 

Safety Tips ñprevent poisoning  

http://www.recalls.gov.au
http://www.everydayhero.com.au/event/smh_halfmarathon11
http://www.everydayhero.com.au/event/smh_halfmarathon11
http://www.communitygrantsprogram.com.au
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Below are some websites which have activities for children on child safety      
matters which may be useful for parents, carers and teachers: 
 

Childrenôs Hospital Westmead  chw.edu.au/kids 
NSW Fire Brigades - Brigadekids    brigadekids.com 
Royal Lifesaving Society ïKids  royallifesaving.com.au 
Integral Energy    electrickids.com.au 
Commission for Children  

     & Young People ïKids Zone  kids.nsw.gov.au/kids/kidszone/games.cfm 
Transgrid - BeSafeKidz   transgrid.com.au/aboutus/cs/besafekidz/Pages/default.aspx 
Origin Energy - Education  originenergy.com.au/565/Education 
NRMA     mynrma.com.au/about/education.htm 
Kids and Traffic    kidsandtraffic.mq.edu.au/ 
Bicycle NSW    bicyclensw.org.au/views/schools_news 
NSW Department of Education  curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/policies/road/index.htm 
Wiggle into Health   wiggleintohealth.com/childrens-zone/games.html 
Farmsafe Australia - Ripper 11  farmsafe.org.au 
Home Safety Game   homesafetygame.com 
Preventit Safety Game   preventitgame.com 
Queensland Government  safer.qld.gov.au 

Useful Web Resources  

Current Safety Campaigns  

The Seat Me Safely program provides information on the selection 

and use of child restraint and includes: 

features of child restraints 

safety tips to consider when using child restraints, and 

information on placing restraints in your vehicle. 
 

Visit kidsafensw.org for more information. 

 
The Children's Hospital 
at Westmead have   
developed the Protect 
Your Pool, Protect 
Your Kids video to  
educate pool owners 
about pool fencing and 
the common faults.  
 
For more information 
visit:  
chw.edu.au/kidshealth/
pool_fencing 

 
The NSW Child Safety campaign "think [child safe]" is 
aimed at providing information to parents and carers on    
effective and simple preventive action to protect children 
from falling from windows and balconies.  
 

Visit kidsafensw.org for more information. 

 
Many parents and carers are 
unaware of the dangers of 
leaving young children         
unattended in a car whilst 
dropping or picking up other 
siblings from services and/or 
activities. Kidsafe NSW has 
information for parents to    
assist them to never leave 
kids alone in a car.  
 
Visit kidsafensw.org for more 
information. 

http://www.chw.edu.au/kids
http://www.brigadekids.com
http://www.royallifesaving.com.au
http://www.electrickids.com.au
http://www.kids.nsw.gov.au
http://www.transgrid.com.au/aboutus/cs/besafekidz/Pages/default.aspxG:/DATA/VickiM1/Cyberlink
http://www.originenergy.com.au/565/Education
http://www.mynrma.com.au/about/education.htm
http://www.kidsandtraffic.mq.edu.au/
http://www.bicyclensw.org.au/views/schools_news
http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/policies/road/index.htm
http://www.wiggleintohealth.com/childrens-zone/games.html
http://www.farmsafe.org.au
http://www.homesafetygame.com
http://www.preventitgame.com
http://www.safer.qld.gov.au/
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For the Kids  

 

                                   

Kidsafe NSW is supported by:  

 

 

 

Kidd Safe saysé 
 

Find the words 

KIDS AND BOATS  
 

M  H  S  A  F  E  T  Y  Y  Q  W  R  A  Q  O   

N  O  I  S  I  V  R  E  P  U  S  E  D  C  U   

T  J  W  H  M  B  H  A  C  N  A  L  U  W  Z   

I  E  E  A  O  E  D  Y  E  H  C  L  L  O  I   

P  E  K  A  T  N  E  E  F  C  T  E  T  U  P   

N  A  R  C  L  E  R  E  F  X  F  P  G  J  P   

R  D  C  D  A  C  R  O  L  L  M  O  O  I  A   

H  Y  G  M  S  J  P  F  A  N  I  R  O  T  K   

Y  H  B  N  I  S  E  N  Z  Q  V  P  L  V  S   

LIFEJACKET 
BOAT 
SUNSCREEN 
SUPERVISION 
WATER 
BOARD 
PROPELLER 
SAFETY 
ADULT 
SAIL 
 

 
SPOT THE 
HAZARDSé 

 
...in the kitchen  

 


