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The Knitting Tree ñ 

Community Art in the Playground  
 

Fiona Robbéð Landscape Architect  
Fiona has specialised in the design of childrenôs outdoor environments and is committed to    
design of imaginative playgrounds with special features.   
 

Playgrounds offer their local communities a perfect outlet for creative and collaborative 
artworks, inspired by a common storehouse of shared experiences, artistic expressions 
and stories.  Nothing beats everyone joining forces to make something together! 
 
The Knitting Tree project in Captain Cook Park, Nundle (65km south east of Tamworth), 
NSW is an irresistible example.  An open invitation was delivered to nearby residentsô 
mailboxes, inviting them to come to the park to start the process of knitting and          
crocheting items for a community artwork to be installed in the Liquid  Amber tree at the 
playground. 
 
Families turned up on the day, and spent a few hours talking, knitting and sharing     
advice and suggestions with each other.  What should they knit? How should they 
make items so that they could all be sewn together?  Knitting without rules takes a bit 
of getting used toé. some basic ground rules were set, the wool was unravelled, and 
needles started clicking! 
 
 

Continued next page é 



 

Two weeks later the many and varied finished items 
were sewn into a tight fitting óstockingô around the trunk 
of the tree.  Specially created items were joined to old 
shawls, scarves and discarded crocheted clothes in a 
wild explosion of colour and texture of the combined 
personalities of the Nundle community. The tree        
became an admired and photographed expression of 
shared lives and endeavours. 
 
As time goes on, random items of knitting are            
incrementally added to the tree, and the project grows 
with the community. The knitting tree in a perfect       
extension of the wool theme of the adjacent playground, 
where giant knitting needle swings and a pint sized 
shearing-shed sit in pride of place.  
 
Feel inspired?  Talk to your friends, 
and get a flier out é you can do this 
in your local playground or park. 
Consult with your local council for 
support and advice to ensure      
success of the project. All it takes is 
a small group to co-ordinate your 
local community, with perhaps a flier 
in the school newsletter and local 
shops. Join the scores of people 
around the world, from Nundle to 
New York, who have come together 
for this bold, irrepressible act of 
community spirit! 

The Knitting Tree ñ 

Community art in the playground  
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The Kidsafe NSW  
Playground Advisory Unit Team  
 
The Playground Advisory Unit at Kidsafe NSW offers a 
range of services including inspections, workshops,  
playground design advice, plans review or construction 
and maintenance advice.  

 
Kate FraserðProgram Manager. Kate is 
an occupational therapist as well as a 
landscape designer and horticulturist. 
Kate is committed to providing straight 
forward, practical advice regarding the 
design and quality of childrenôs play     
environments. Kateôs favourite topic is risk 

and challenge for children of all ages. She believes that 
all children need to be given opportunities to build life 
skills in order to grow up to be happy, healthy adults. 

 
Angela Marton ï Project Officer. Angela is 
an early  childhood educator. She has a 
keen interest in providing  children with 
opportunities to explore environments 
whilst developing the ability to make 
sound judgements. Prior to joining        
Kidsafe NSW, Angela was involved in 

quality assurance related to early childhood services. 
Angela is committed to the provision of children learning 
the benefits of risk taking in an appropriate manner to 
encourage their learning and   development.  

 
Beverley Boland ðProject Officer. Bev is 
a landscape architect with a commitment 
to best practice recreation provisions for 
all children throughout the community.  
Bevôs expertise is local government park 
and playground planning and              
management. She advises on the         

development of well designed, safe, yet challenging and 
appealing play provisions to assist childrenôs               
development within a range of environments. 

 
Kay Lockhart ï Project Officer. Kayôs  
primary focus is in play, risk benefit play 
and natural elements in playspaces. Kay 
has developed a particular interest in            
labyrinths and the value of the inclusion of 
a labyrinth in a playspace. Kay has an    
early childhood background having 

worked in and managed long day care and OOSH       
services. Kay is committed to the education, safety and 
wellbeing of children. 

 

is going electronic!  

 
From April 2012ðPlayground News will be available in 
electronic version only. Please email the office with your 
current email address to ensure you continue to receive 
the newsletter. 
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