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The Knitting Tree— 

Community Art in the Playground 
 

Fiona Robbé— Landscape Architect  
Fiona has specialised in the design of children’s outdoor environments and is committed to    
design of imaginative playgrounds with special features.   
 

Playgrounds offer their local communities a perfect outlet for creative and collaborative 
artworks, inspired by a common storehouse of shared experiences, artistic expressions 
and stories.  Nothing beats everyone joining forces to make something together! 
 
The Knitting Tree project in Captain Cook Park, Nundle (65km south east of Tamworth), 
NSW is an irresistible example.  An open invitation was delivered to nearby residents’ 
mailboxes, inviting them to come to the park to start the process of knitting and          
crocheting items for a community artwork to be installed in the Liquid  Amber tree at the 
playground. 
 
Families turned up on the day, and spent a few hours talking, knitting and sharing     
advice and suggestions with each other.  What should they knit? How should they 
make items so that they could all be sewn together?  Knitting without rules takes a bit 
of getting used to…. some basic ground rules were set, the wool was unravelled, and 
needles started clicking! 
 
 

Continued next page … 



 

Two weeks later the many and varied finished items 
were sewn into a tight fitting ‘stocking’ around the trunk 
of the tree.  Specially created items were joined to old 
shawls, scarves and discarded crocheted clothes in a 
wild explosion of colour and texture of the combined 
personalities of the Nundle community. The tree        
became an admired and photographed expression of 
shared lives and endeavours. 
 
As time goes on, random items of knitting are            
incrementally added to the tree, and the project grows 
with the community. The knitting tree in a perfect       
extension of the wool theme of the adjacent playground, 
where giant knitting needle swings and a pint sized 
shearing-shed sit in pride of place.  
 
Feel inspired?  Talk to your friends, 
and get a flier out … you can do this 
in your local playground or park. 
Consult with your local council for 
support and advice to ensure      
success of the project. All it takes is 
a small group to co-ordinate your 
local community, with perhaps a flier 
in the school newsletter and local 
shops. Join the scores of people 
around the world, from Nundle to 
New York, who have come together 
for this bold, irrepressible act of 
community spirit! 

The Knitting Tree— 

Community art in the playground  

 
… Continued from previous page 

The Kidsafe NSW  
Playground Advisory Unit Team 
 
The Playground Advisory Unit at Kidsafe NSW offers a 
range of services including inspections, workshops,  
playground design advice, plans review or construction 
and maintenance advice.  

 
Kate Fraser—Program Manager. Kate is 
an occupational therapist as well as a 
landscape designer and horticulturist. 
Kate is committed to providing straight 
forward, practical advice regarding the 
design and quality of children’s play     
environments. Kate’s favourite topic is risk 

and challenge for children of all ages. She believes that 
all children need to be given opportunities to build life 
skills in order to grow up to be happy, healthy adults. 

 
Angela Marton– Project Officer. Angela is 
an early  childhood educator. She has a 
keen interest in providing  children with 
opportunities to explore environments 
whilst developing the ability to make 
sound judgements. Prior to joining        
Kidsafe NSW, Angela was involved in 

quality assurance related to early childhood services. 
Angela is committed to the provision of children learning 
the benefits of risk taking in an appropriate manner to 
encourage their learning and   development.  

 
Beverley Boland—Project Officer. Bev is 
a landscape architect with a commitment 
to best practice recreation provisions for 
all children throughout the community.  
Bev’s expertise is local government park 
and playground planning and              
management. She advises on the         

development of well designed, safe, yet challenging and 
appealing play provisions to assist children’s               
development within a range of environments. 

 
Kay Lockhart – Project Officer. Kay’s  
primary focus is in play, risk benefit play 
and natural elements in playspaces. Kay 
has developed a particular interest in            
labyrinths and the value of the inclusion of 
a labyrinth in a playspace. Kay has an    
early childhood background having 

worked in and managed long day care and OOSH       
services. Kay is committed to the education, safety and 
wellbeing of children. 

 

is going electronic! 

 
From April 2012—Playground News will be available in 
electronic version only. Please email the office with your 
current email address to ensure you continue to receive 
the newsletter. 

kidsafe@chw.edu.au 
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Testing of foam play mats finds no 
safety risk to children 
 
Recent testing of foam play mats and toys for the  
chemical formamide has found no evidence that these 
products present any risk to children.  
 
The ACCC and some state/territory consumer product 
safety agencies tested a total of 16 ethylene vinyl       
acetate (EVA) foam products.  
 
Half of the products tested released no measureable 
amount of formamide, and where formamide was    
measured, the amounts released were very small. 
 
Based on the actual testing, it was concluded that a 
child would need to mouth for 20 minutes, or ingest, at 
least 4.17 square metres of typical foam play mat every 
day over their entire life to approach a level of exposure 
to formamide which might raise health concerns. 
 
The potential exposure of children to formamide from 
these products was calculated and compared to the   
internationally recognised lowest-observable-adverse-
effect-level cited in Environment/Health Canada’s 
Screening Assessment for the Challenge: Formamide. 
 
While the most contact children have with these       
products is through their skin, the exposure estimate 
also considered a worst case scenario, where children 
might mouth or ingest the foam. 
 
Foam play mats and toys typically available in Australia 
do not expose children to unsafe amounts of formamide 
and these products are safe for their intended purpose. 
 
Source: Product Safety Australia  - productsafety.gov.au 
 

Kidsafe NSW promotes 
the importance of     
children experiencing 
and learning about risk 
through safe, creative 
play.  The expert team 
at Kidsafe NSW          
provides design and 
assessment advice to 
create playgrounds that offer a 
balance between safety and     
challenge. 
 
A Comprehensive Playground   
Safety Inspection will assist        
organisations to fulfil their           
obligations as a playground 
owner by identifying hazards 
and non- compliances against 
the relevant Australian          
playground standards and, 
where appropriate, assist in 
meeting regulatory  requirements. 
 
The benefits: 
 Independent inspection to Australian playground 

standards  
 Written report  which includes: 

  Identified non-compliance is risk assessed              
according to AS/NZS ISO 31000:2009; 

 Recommendations on how to rectify                           
non-compliances; 

 Design recommendations for children’s services to 
transform the  playspace into something very      
special incorporating natural elements. This is a  
requirement of the National Quality Standard 
(NQS) for Early Childhood Education and Care and 
School Age Care. Refer to 3.1.3 Outdoor spaces  
include natural elements and materials which  allow 
for multiple uses; 

 Suggestions on recommended ‘best practice’ based 
on the diverse knowledge of the Kidsafe team and 
current research and trends on safe creative play; 

 A report to support applications for funding and      
playground improvement/upgrade and may assist    
children’s services to achieve a rating of high quality for 
elements under the NQS. 

 

Call—02 9845 0893  
For more information or to book an inspection 



DESIGNING A  

PLAYGROUND? 

Review of Plans Service 
Kidsafe NSW promotes the importance of children                    
experiencing and learning about risk through safe,     
creative play. The expert team at Kidsafe NSW        
provides a  Review of Plans service to assist designers 
and playground operators to create playgrounds that 
offer a balance between safety, challenge, natural    
elements and sculpture.  
 
Submit your playground plans to the PAU for            
assessment against the Australian Standards for    
playgrounds. This is a great method to gain advice    
regarding compliance prior to the commencement of 
works. 
 
Review of playground plans will provide organisations 
with a report and a checklist. The report itemises    
identified areas of potential non-compliance and       
provides practical design solutions.  
 
The benefits: 
 Independent review to the following Australian        

standards: 
 AS 4685:2004 Playground Equipment 
 AS/NZS 4422:1996 Playground surfacing 
 AS/NZS 4486:1997 Playgrounds and          

playground equipment Part 1 Development,    
installation, inspection, maintenance and      
operation. 

 AS 1428:2010 Design for access and mobility 
 Written report  which includes: 

 Recommendations on how to rectify                             
non-compliances; 

 Suggestions on recommended ‘best practice’ 
based on the diverse knowledge of the Kidsafe 
NSW team and current research and trends on 
safe, creative play 

 Report can be used to support applications for 
funding and playground improvement/upgrade. 

 Obtain Kidsafe NSW advice with regard to custom         
designed elements, natural playspaces and     
sculptural elements. 

Call—02 9845 0893  
Visit—kidsafensw.org for more information 
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St George Bank Child Care Centre, 
Kogarah 

Runner-up of the Kidsafe 2010 National Playspace Design Awards 
category for Children’s Services. The first striking element of this   
playspace is the range of environmentally sustainable activities and 
learning opportunities presented to the children. The design           
incorporates water conservation, nutrient recycling, endemic planting, 
habitat creation and areas to grow food.   
 

Careful planning has resulted in 
flexible spaces for play, reading, 
craft and a multitude of other        
activities.  
 

A magical place for sensory       
experience and wonder.   

 

Services include: 
 
 

 Phone Advisory Service 

 Comprehensive Inspection    

Service 

 Onsite Verbal Consultation    

Service 

 Review of Playspace Plans    

Service 

 Design Advice     

 Fact Sheets 

 

 
 

 Playground Safety and          

Inspection Workshops  

 Publications including: 

 Resource Directory 
 Concept Designs 
 Plants for Playspaces 
 ‘Plan It’ Design Guidelines 

 
Visit the website for more           
information— kidsafensw.org 

 

Playground News is       
distributed to the playground 
industry, children’s services,         
community health providers, 

local government,           
government departments, 
schools, landscapers and 
designers and equipment      

suppliers 
 

Call 02 9845 0893 if you 
would like to  advertise in 

a  future  edition. 
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