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Kidsafe 2012 National  

Playspace Design Awards 

 
Kidsafe is proud to announce the launch of the 2012 Awards 

 

 
The Kidsafe 2012 National Playspace Design Awards recognise excellence and   
innovation in the provision of safe, creative playspaces Australia wide. The Awards 
are open to service providers, design professionals, students, landscape contractors 
and playground providers in all sectors. This is a great opportunity to showcase     
current playspace design and development achievements. The Awards aim to         
promote inspirational and innovative best practice play facilities and encourage 
healthy participation in recreational activities for all children.  

 

 

Categories: 
 

Children’s Services 
Schools 
Public Playspaces 
Innovative Design Elements 

Closing Date for Submission of Entries— 
5pm AEST Friday 31 August 2012 

 
 
For more information visit kidsafensw.org  
or contact Kidsafe NSW  02 9845 0890  



Workshops and Visits scheduled for 2012 

 

 

Advertise In Playground News 
 

 

Playground News is an electronic newsletter that is       
published quarterly by the Kidsafe NSW Playground       
Advisory Unit (PAU).  
 
Benefits of advertising in Playground News: 
 

1/2 page advertisement within Playground News 
Circulated to a database of individuals and         
organisations with demonstrated interest in        
children‘s play environments      
Exposure on the Kidsafe NSW website—back   
issues of Playground News are stored on the     
website. 
Hyperlink to the advertisers website included on                
advertisements for added ‘click on‘ value  
Advertiser‘s logo included on the cover distributing 
email  

 
1/2 page advertising space is available per issue.   

 

 

Click here for more information             

 
Services include: 
 
 

 Phone Advice 

 Comprehensive Playground     

Inspections 

 Onsite Verbal Consultations  

 Review of Playspace Plans     

 Design Advice     

 Fact Sheets 

 
 

 

 Playground Safety and          

Inspection Workshops  

 Publications including: 

 Concept Designs 
 Plants for Playspaces 
 Playground News 

(quarterly) 
 
For more information: 
Phone—02 9845 0890 
Website— kidsafensw.org 

 

Playground News is          
distributed to the playground 
industry, children‘s services,         
community health providers, 

local government,            
government departments, 
schools, landscapers and 
designers and equipment      

suppliers 
 

Call 02 9845 0890 if you 
would like to  advertise in a  

future  issue. 

 

KIDSAFE NSW PLAYGROUND ADVISORY UNIT 

NB: Dates are subject to change—check website for details 

 
Murray Region 2012 

Workshop: Albury — TBA 
check website for details 
Inspection Services— TBA 
check website for details 

 
Sydney Metro West 2012 
 

Workshop: Penrith —14th Aug 
Inspection Services—ongoing 

 
Hunter Region 2012 
 

Workshop: Newcastle-        
13th November 
Inspection Services -              
12-14th November 

Illawarra Region 2013 

Workshop: Nowra —12th 
March 
Inspection Services—11-13th 
March 

 
Central West Region 2013 

Workshop: Bathurst —14th 
May 
Inspection Services—13-15th 
May  

 
Northern Region 2013 

Workshop: Moree —18th June 
Inspection Services—            
17-19th June  

 
North West Region 2013 

Workshop: Nyngan —         
13th August 
Inspection Services—            
12-14th August  

 
Central Coast Region 
2013 
 

Workshop: Wyong-              
15th October 
Inspection Services -              
14-16th October 

Workshops and Visits scheduled for 2013 

The Playground Advisory Unit has a number of fact 
sheets on playground safety and design issues to      
download free from the website—kidsafensw.org 

A Risk Management Approach 

Bike tracks 

Fall zones 

Portable Mats 

Barriers, Handrails and Grab Handles  

Mounds for Play 

Natural Playspaces 

Non-fixed and Mobile Equipment 

Kidsafe NSW Playground Advisory Unit - Factsheets 

Non-Fixed and Mobile Equipment 
Checklist 

Playground Surfacing 

Safe Play for Backyards 

Sandpits 

Timber for Playspaces 

Trampolines 

Fencing Playspaces 

Slides  

Stepping Stones  

Playground Safety Management System 

Advertisement Size: 
Half page block  
(as per example at right) 
 
 
Advertising cost: 
$1100 (inc GST) 

  

http://www.kidsafensw.org/docs/PAU/Playground%20News%20Advertising%20Guidelines%202012.pdf


Drumming is a practice that spans the globe and has a 
presence in every culture. It has been used for centuries 
in rituals, ceremonies, communication, rites of passage, 
music and dance, celebration, healing, community    
building, and cultural events.  
 
Drumming can be a valuable aid to learning and growth. 
The repetitive rhythm has a physiologically calming     
effect. It also builds valuable skills for processing and 
communicating information, containing or channelling 
intense emotions and impulses.  
 

Drumming is a powerful and effective way to: 

Develop self        

awareness and        
self-esteem 

Master breath and 

movement 

Improve focus skills to 

stay "on task" 

Improve listening skills 

Increase frustration 

tolerance 

Channel aggressive/

destructive impulses 
into creative and     
positive activity 

Develop self-control, 

patience and cooperation. 

The Value of Including Drums in a  
Playspace 

Requirements: 
Lengths of 80mm diameter PVC tubing 
PVC end caps to fit over tubes (plastic circles can be 
cut from items such as ice cream containers) 
Duct tape 
Strong glue 
Timber and screws for frame 

 
Method: 
1) Cut tubing into the following lengths for one octave 

(not tuned): 

1300mm,  

1160mm 

1030mm 

  970mm 

  870mm 

  770mm 

  690mm 

  650mm 

 
2) Cut 8 x 80mm circles from a plastic container (if end 

caps are not available) 
 
3) Glue a plastic circle or end cap  at one end of each   

tube — allow the glue to set. 
 
4) Arrange tubes in order of length. Use duct tape to 

hold in place. Apply a drop of glue between each 
tube in line with the duct tape.   

 
5)  Mount tubes on a timber frame.     

 
To Play: 
Quickly strike/tap the drum 
heads (plastic circles) near the 
centre to produce the best 
sound 
 
For different sounds: 
Try different "mallets" (metal/
wood/plastic) to obtain a variety 
of tones or sounds.  
 
 

 

Reversing the tubes and striking on the open ends with 
a piece of rubber or rubber thong provides a different 
sound.  Build additional drums using different diameter 
tubing. The wider the diameter, the deeper the tone. 

Building a Simple Tube Drum 



 

 
―When children and nature mix, something 
magical happens – every child deserves that 
Magic!‖ Marghanita Hughes - children’s book author 

 
The importance of creating a natural environment for 
play is essential for children‘s development. A natural 
playspace assists with developing children‘s              
imaginative and social skills, encourages a greater level 
of physical activity and allows them to experience and 
deal with moderate risks. Natural environments         
encourage children to explore and interact with the    
natural world and use their imagination to invent new 
play experiences. 
 
Creating a natural environment for play 
 

Prepare an inventory and site survey to achieve the 
maximum potential from the existing landscape.  
Ensure that both the area and selected play         
equipment are sustainable and can be maintained. 
Incorporate existing natural features such as slopes 
and mounds into the overall design.  
Introduce tactile elements such as boulders, small 
logs, sensory plants, sand or water for children to 
experiment with. 
Ensure accessibility for all children. 
Design as many opportunities as possible for      
children to experience risk and challenge while 
keeping safety in mind. 

 
What do children want in a natural playspace?  
Ask them!  
 
Involve children with the design of playspaces. You can 
start with a brainstorming activity to develop a wish list. 
You could use lots of photos and draw pictures to     
obtain a visual representation of the desired playspace.  
 
Further suggestions: 
 
Water—Children enjoy playing with water. The inclusion 
of water in a playspace is achievable no matter how 
small the budget.  

Water tanks give children easy access to a water 
supply for their play whilst teaching them about     
water conservation and the water cycle.   

Water fountains add the soothing sound of water 
and aesthetic beauty to a playspace. Used with a 
solar pump they are also a terrific way to explore 
solar energy. 
Creek beds–adding water to the creek adds a     
variety of activities for the children to explore!  

 
Plants—Children enjoy and learn about plants as they 
climb, hide, build, pick, observe, collect, sort, tend, 
plant, water, prune, manipulate and arrange the things 
that grow in a garden. Select plants that:  

Attract animals, birds and insects  
Offer natural colour, diversity and change     

 
 

Hiding Spots and Sneaky Places—children love to 
have nooks, crannies, cubbies and places to be quiet 
and relax in their playspace. 

Continued next page 

Natural Elements in Playspaces 



 

 

 

18th July 2012 
Visit the website for details—kidsafensw.org 

 
Rocks, Boulders, Logs and Stumps—Children love to 
play on and around rocks, boulders, fallen logs and tree 
stumps. A simple arrangement of rocks and logs has a 
high play value and can be less expensive than fixed 
equipment. 

Rocks and Boulders—Creative placement of rocks 
and boulders throughout a playspace can provide 
children and adults with easy to challenging 
―routes‖. Cleverly arranged rocks and boulders are 
safe. Through play, children develop a healthy     
respect for rocks and boulders. They develop a 
sense of care, concern, and safety when they climb 
on them.  
Logs are an interesting design feature with       
enormous play value and are great for children to 
balance on or to move around. Logs can be used as 
balance beams, climbing frames, sculptures and 
more! 
Stumps are very     
versatile items within a 
playspace. Stumps can 
be used for seating and 
incorporated into the 
sandpit. Stumps used 
as stepping stones add 
challenge, interest and 
imaginat ion to a     
playspace.  

Sand—Children have always been intrigued by sand 
play. They dig, sift, build, pour, and feel it, they pretend 
with it, and explore how it moves. Try the following: 

Position the sandpit near a tap or water tank for 
easy access to water; 
Surround the sandpit with decking, flat boulders or 
stumps to provide a place for construction;  
Define sections of the sandpit using natural          
materials such as boulders or logs. 

 

Natural Elements in Playspaces continued from previous page 



 

PLAYSPACE  PICKS 

Darling Quarter Playground 
 
 

Darling Quarter is Sydney‘s newest and most vibrant community precinct       
located at Darling Harbour, in the heart of Sydney‘s CBD. 
 
The playground designed by ASPECT Studios commissioned by the Sydney     
Harbour Foreshore Authority (SHFA) and Lend Lease, is one of the world's first 
large-scale play areas of its kind and has something for everyone.  
 
A highlight is the explorative play equipment and the ‗never before seen‘ in     
Australia water play features. Toddlers to teenagers and carers will be            
entertained by water pumps, a giant scooping wheel, small water locks, switches 
and water jets customised to work together for the ultimate 'water play'            
experience.  
 
Also featured are climbing ropes, swings, slides, and a flying fox which will keep      
children (and the young at heart) entertained for hours.  


