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Chairperson’s Report
As we celebrate the fortieth anniversary of Kidsafe Australia nationally, here in NSW we take stock
of the role Kidsafe NSW has played, particularly in the last 12 months as a leader in and key
advocate for child injury prevention. Kidsafe NSW aims to prevent child deaths from unintentional
injury and reduce the severity of unintentional injury to children aged 0-14 years. We do this by
enacting our strategic plan, reviewed and updated over the past fifteen months. Essentially, Kidsafe
NSW strives to reduce injury burden among children by empowering individuals and communities,
advocating for and influencing policy, building and maintaining effective partnerships and ensuring
a sustainable organisation. The following is a snapshot of how Kidsafe NSW is achieving progress in
leading childhood injury prevention working across each of the Strategic pillars.
Empowering individuals and communities
Over the last twelve months, Kidsafe NSW has conducted multiple accredited child car restraint
training days. Kidsafe NSW continues to prioritise and partner with services working closely with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and families to ensure delivery of culturally respectful
child car restraint accredited training throughout the state. Similarly, presentations to parents and
carers across NSW have continued with Kidsafe NSW staff recognising the value of providing safety
education in community. In addition to the accredited child car restraint training is the ongoing
training being conducted in playground inspection. Combined, these two accredited training
courses work to empower individuals and communities to ensure children are safer both on our
roads and in our communities.
While not only running training courses and information sessions for parents and carers, Kidsafe
NSW continues to develop both online and hard copy guidelines and resources and continues to be
the ‘go to’ organisation for current, reliable information regarding child injury prevention that
reflects best practice.
Advocating for and influencing policy
Kidsafe NSW continues to be a strong and effective advocate for child injury. For example, Kidsafe
NSW is an ongoing and active member of the Childhood Injury Prevention Partnership Alliance
(ChIPA) and participated in the National Injury Prevention Strategy Round Table discussion in
Sydney (March, 2019). Additionally, Kidsafe NSW has contributed to development of standards
through participation in the Standards Committee meetings during the year. Evidence of Kidsafe
NSW’s recognition as a leader in child injury is seen through the regular requests from media to
provide rapid, high quality responses to various child injury issues.
Building and maintaining effective partnerships
In association with the advocacy work described above, Kidsafe NSW sits across multiple
state-based child injury prevention networks and research teams. Examples include the Advocate
for Children and Young Person Injury Prevention Working Group, the Healthy Housing study,
attendance at the CREP Partners’ Meetings, and partnership in the Illawarra playground study.
Further, Kidsafe NSW staff continue to present their body of work at conferences and to share their
work with fellow service providers and researchers.
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Ensuring a sustainable organisation
Despite a drop in revenue, essentially from the NSW Office of Sport (previously the NSW
Department Sport and Recreation) Kidsafe NSW remains in a solid financial position. This drop in
revenue was balanced by income generated through the accredited training courses and doing
playground inspections. While we continue to be very much dependent on government funding,
the income generated by the fee for services continues to be a reliable source of revenue,
providing some degree of ‘buffer’ when income from government grants decreases.
I recognise the staff of Kidsafe NSW, led by Christine Erskine. Each member of staff continues to
show commitment to provision of quality, trustworthy injury prevention information, initiatives,
resources, training and advocacy. Their work conducted to date, and importantly how it has been
conducted, highlights the breadth of Kidsafe NSW’s work and ongoing commitment to prevention
of unintentional child injury. Furthermore, the evidence of the Kidsafe NSW team working in
solidarity and support of the other highlights the importance and value of working effectively in a
team and with a shared purpose.
I also recognise both existing and outgoing Council members. At the end of 2018 we saw Nicholas
Cheng step down as Chair and I personally am very thankful for his continuing as Deputy Chair in
2019. Over the last eighteen months we have seen some longstanding Council members step
down and we thank and acknowledge their enduring involvement and contribution to Kidsafe
NSW. We particularly thank and acknowledge the contributions of Professor Kathleen Clapham
and Ms Kristy Abbott both of whom provided much needed insight and experience ensuring
Kidsafe NSW remains committed to delivering injury prevention through an equity lens and
maintaining appropriate focus on governance throughout. I thank existing Council members each
of whom are listed below, for their insight, expertise, energy and commitment to child injury
prevention. Over the coming twelve months, I look forward to welcoming new Council members
and to continuing to work together to increase Kidsafe NSW’s child injury prevention ‘footprint’.
Kate Hunter on behalf of Kidsafe NSW Council
Chair: Dr Kate Hunter, Senior Research Fellow, The George Institute of Global Health
Deputy Chair: Dr Nicholas Cheng, Staff Specialist Emergency, The Children’s Hospital, Westmead
Treasurer: Ms Lynn Kraus, Managing Partner Ernst & Young
Ms Sarah Adams, Clinical Nurse Consultant, Sydney Children’s Hospital, Randwick
Mr David Howarth, Lawyer
Mr Christopher Zinn, Director Determined Consumer, Consumer Advocate
Dr Emma Webster, Senior Lecturer in Rural Research, University of Sydney
Dr Julie Brown, Senior Research Scientist, Neuroscience Research Australia
Dr Susan Adams, Staff Specialist, Head of Department, Paediatric Surgery, Sydney Children’s Hospital, Randwick (on extended leave)
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During 2019, Kidsafe Australia celebrates 40 years working with the community to reduce
death and serious injury to children. Nationally there has been a concerted effort by each
State and Territory to promote evidence based strategies demonstrated to reduce
unintentional injury. Kidsafe NSW has been very fortunate to have a small role in the
publication of two very important resources, namely,
Adams et al. Child Safety Good Practice Guide: Good investments in unintentional child
injury prevention and safety promotion. Sydney: Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network,
(2017 )
Clapham et al. Active and Safe Preventing unintentional injury to Aboriginal children and
young people in NSW: Guidelines for Policy and Practice (2018)
Both of the lead authors Dr Susan Adams and Professor Kathleen Clapham generously
contributed their valuable time and expertise as Kidsafe NSW Council Members, for which we
are extremely grateful.
The focus of the need for a national government commitment to child injury prevention
continues to guide the work of Kidsafe in NSW and nationally. The Mitchell et al A 10-year
review of the characteristics and health outcomes of injury-related hospitalisations of children
in Australia is highly significant piece of research which provides a blueprint for our current
direction.
Kidsafe NSW continues to support a diverse range of stakeholders including community
groups, family support agencies, schools, early childhood service providers and both
vocational and tertiary education providers. Almost 9,000 people access information and
resources through our newsletters, child safety information sessions, visits to Kidsafe House,
and participation in education and training courses and professional development.
Furthermore, there was an increase to over 200 contracts for playground inspections and
design advice, many including large number of playgrounds across most local government
areas in NSW.
Kidsafe NSW has also continued to focus on delivering nationally recognised training in child
car seat safety and playground inspections, the latter expanded to include three playground
inspections courses. . These courses are delivered under the umbrella of Kidsafe WA, a
Registered Training Organisation (RTO) and Kidsafe NSW gratefully acknowledges the
leadership, quality support and resources developed by Kidsafe WA. This agreement is
certainly mutually beneficial in training the community and expanding the Kidsafe message
and service provision.
Kidsafe NSW continues to contribute to the national profile by coordinating the Kidsafe
National Playspace Design Awards announced in November 2018. This event was very well
received and plans are underway for other symposia and awards programs. Kidsafe NSW
continues to coordinate national representation of Kidsafe experts on Standards Australia
Committees including backyard swimming pools, nursery furniture, child car restraints,
domestic trampolines, amusement rides, toys as well as taking a lead role in the
development of the standard for Indoor Trampoline Parks.
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In addition, Kidsafe NSW is reviewing and upgrading the national Family Day Care Safety
Guidelines which were first published in 1986. Collaboration with the education and care
sector is very important and has resulted in a publication which strongly supports the sector
and the broader community all working together to optimise the benefits of safe and
creative education opportunities.
Kidsafe NSW is grateful for the significant financial contributions from the NSW Government
to support home, community, road and playground safety. The NSW Council and Kidsafe
NSW Staff are actively broadening the organisation’s financial base to ensure sustainability.
The outstanding results in delivering practical outcome for children and families, as well as
the organisational strength are the direct result of the great work and commitment
demonstrated by the Kidsafe NSW Council and – particularly – its expert Staff.
In addition Kidsafe NSW is proud and privileged to have on its Council the support and high
level expertise of a number of leaders in child injury prevention.

Christine Erskine
Executive Officer
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Thank you to David Howarth who has represented Kidsafe NSW on the Child Accident
Prevention Foundation (CAPFA) Council, known as Kidsafe Australia, since November 2014.
From December 2018, David shared the role with myself, when I was nominated by Kidsafe
NSW from December 2018.
David has endeavoured to maintain involvement in the review of the CAPFA Licence with the
States and Territories as well explore the health of the organisation in response to a
governance report prepared by Deloitte at the end of 2013. In addition, Kidsafe NSW, through
David, has been directly involved in examining the national organisation’s constitution and
evaluating brand and certification proposals to grow the profile and capacity of the national
body.
The development of a national advocacy plan to position Kidsafe as a lead contributor to the
development of the proposed National Injury Prevention Strategy has also been a highlight of
the organisation’s plan for the future.
During 2019, CAPFA reviewed its Strategic Plan and a workshop was facilitated by MCS
Consultants P/L. The priority areas for the next 12 months include governance reform,
sustainable resourcing of a national office, relationship building with both internal and
external partners and most importantly national advocacy to continue to raise the importance
of preventing death and serious injury to children, especially in consultation with vulnerable
communities.
The National President, Craig Ray, has taken on the role of lead advocate and has met with a
number of Federal Ministers in an attempt to raise the Kidsafe profile and seek support for
Kidsafe’s mission to make ‘a safe world for all kids.’
The organisation has developed corporate partnerships over a number of years as a result of
the work of the state and territories in conjunction with dedicated staff. However, the
position of National Corporate Partnership Manager has been vacant for most of 2019 and
this has resulted in an erosion of funds and expertise devoted to managing relationships and
creating opportunities. It is hoped that this situation will be turned around during 2020.
Finally, during 2019, Kidsafe Australia celebrated 40 years of dedication to child injury
prevention and each State and Territory has been recognised for their particular contribution
and the support they continue to provide their communities.
Christopher Zinn
Member of the Kidsafe NSW Council
NSW Representative on CAPFA
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Kidsafe House provides parents, carers and educators the opportunity to ‘drop in’ and
collect safety information is available throughout the demonstration house. A number
of community groups also attend customised safety presentations. Information sheets
on a range of safety topics are available throughout Kidsafe House and for download
from the website. During 2018-2019 work commenced on the refurbishment of Kidsafe
House. A NSW Government Community Grant provided funds to repaint and upgrade
the flooring to modernise the space. IKEA generously supported Kidsafe with a new
updated look, furnishings and clearer safety messaging throughout the House. The
refurbished Kidsafe House is to be reopened in August 2019.



Higher education and vocational education providers also seek resources and
presentations for their students. The Kidsafe NSW presentations complement their
studies ranging from Certificate III to Masters students in the fields of Early Childhood
Education and Care, and Public Health. During the year 338 students participated in
these programs.



The Playground Advisory Unit (PAU) also produces brochures and information sheets
which are available for parents, carers, educators, playground owners and operators,
and the playground industry at large. Kidsafe NSW continues to raise awareness and
understanding of Australian Standards through resources, newsletters and training
workshops.



Through funding from the Transport for NSW (TfNSW) Road Safety Community Grants
the program ‘Keeping our Mob’s kids safe on the roads’ was developed to deliver
comprehensive road safety information sessions to Aboriginal playgroups across NSW.
The information sessions and the style of the presentation was driven by the
communities themselves and focused on topics chosen by them. Thirteen sessions were
conducted across 10 locations—Grafton, Coffs Harbour, Muswellbrook, Albury, Dubbo,
Wagga, Hurstville, Lithgow, Mt Druitt and Nowra. Evaluation of the program was very
positive with all participants indicating they would recommend the sessions to others.
They found the information to be new and useful, and participants offered thoughtful
suggestions to improve future programs.

Grafton

Muswellbrook

Lithgow

Nowra
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Transport for NSW Road Safety Community Grant funding also enabled Kidsafe NSW to
develop road safety information sessions for CALD communities: Keeping our Kids safe
on the Roads – Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Communities (CALD). Five
community organisations participated in these sessions. Each organisation identified
the topics they saw as most relevant to their community. Topics included correct use
of child restraints, driveway safety, pedestrian safety and wheeled toy safety. The
session evaluations showed that this program was effective in increasing knowledge
about specific road safety issues, especially those concerning children under the age of
five. Additionally, the participants indicated the information was very useful and gave
them the confidence to talk to friends and family about how to make safer choices for
their children when on and around the roads.



In addition to those mentioned above off-site presentations were conducted to a range
of community organisations in the Hunter, Illawarra, South Western and Western
Sydney regions. Kidsafe NSW is committed to empowering vulnerable members of our
community through education and information programs on child injury prevention.
Over 700 people attended these sessions during the reporting year.



Kidsafe NSW participated in both metropolitan and regional safety days such as the
You’re Kidding Me Expo at Lake Macquarie, Kids Day Out on the Central Coast, Orange
Blossom Festival in the Hills, Multicultural Neighbourhood Centre Services Expo in the
Hunter and the Pregnancy, Baby and Children’s Expo at Homebush, to ensure that child
injury prevention messages reach a broad audience.
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The Kidsafe Play Symposium and Design Awards held at Parliament House in
November 2018 provided the opportunity to highlight national and international
research on the critical importance of play and to showcase best practice examples
that incorporate the natural environment. Presentations included ‘Benefits on green
spaces for children’s wellbeing’, ‘Natural play and the seven senses’, ‘Reflections on
engaging with diverse communities and how culture contributes to children’s play in
nature’, ‘Creative design elements and simple program ideas for Schools, Early
Learning, Education and Care environments’, ‘Whispers from across the waves...a
global conversation about Anji Play… a Play Revolution’. The Symposium was facilitated
by Dr Quack who also outlined the work of the Clown Doctors over the last 20 years.



At the conclusion of the Symposium the 2018 Kidsafe National Playspace Design
Awards were announced. These Design Awards are held every two years to recognise
excellence and innovation in the provision of safe, creative playspaces across Australia.
The Awards showcase the achievements of communities working with educators,
designers and the playground industry in creating amazing play environments in public
spaces, schools, and education and care services. Nineteen awards were presented
across six categories. Winners were: Gloucester Preschool Natural Playspace in the
Education and Care category; Alberton Primary School “The Nest” in the Schools
category; Waterfront Park in Category A up to $500,000; Carss Bush Park Carss Park
Playspace in Category B $500,000 to $1,000,000; Jo Wheatley All Abilities Playspace in
Category C over $1M. The Leycester Meares Memorial Award was won by Moruya
Public School for their inclusive playspace.

Gloucester Preschool NSW

Jo Wheatley All Abilities Playspace WA

Alberton Primary School SA
Carss Park NSW
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Kidsafe NSW’s communication strategy focuses on seasonal safety messages, targetted
safety days and new injury prevention campaigns at both national and state level.
Kidsafe NSW Facebook and the website are used to promote our safety messages.
Facebook REACH by month
FY 2018-19
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The Kidsafe NSW website optimises access by the community to a wide range of child
safety information. The website is updated regularly to ensure accurate and timely
information. The ‘look and feel’ of the website will be reviewed in 2019-2020 to ensure
it continues to meet the needs of communities.
Website page views by month
FY 2018-19
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Kidsafe NSW provides an advisory service for home and community, road and
playground enquiries which are collated on our Client Management System (CMS). The
chart below shows the breakdown of enquiries by unit.

Percentage of queries by program
area FY 2018-2019
4%

Playground Accredited
Training

10%
22%

49%

15%

Child Restraint
Accredited Training
Home and Community
Safety
Playground Safety
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Kidsafe NSW is recognised as a major advocate for child safety and injury prevention.
This is evidenced through:
- membership of peak bodies including the Australian Injury Prevention Network
(AIPN) and Australian College of Road Safety;
- membership of Government working parties including NSW Child and Young Person
Injury Prevention Working Group, SCH Network Trauma Committee, Severe Burns
Injury Prevention Committee;
- contributions to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC)
discussion papers; and
- collaboration with NSW Fair Trading and NSW Health to promote safety issues.



Kidsafe NSW commenced an extensive revision of the Family Day Care Safety
Guidelines. As part of the review process Kidsafe NSW is consulting with major
stakeholders. The draft will be released at the NSW Family Day Care Conference in
September 2019.



Kidsafe NSW works with Kidsafe Australia in developing and promoting national
campaigns and on reviewing national governance reform to improve the organisational
health of the organisation. Some of these campaigns include:


Proactive water safety campaign—Safer Barriers Save Lives with SafeTech. The
campaign reminds the public that when it comes to backyard pool safety, ‘the best
offence is a good defence’



National Burns Awareness month supported by the Julian Burton Burns Trust
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A 10-year review of injury-related hospitalisations of children in Australia was
published in June 2017. Kidsafe Australia has endorsed a position statement on reducing the
incidence and impact of childhood injury in Australia. As a result of this review the Childhood Injury Prevention Alliance (CHIPA) was formed. CHIPA is a high profile team of clinicians, researchers, industry partners and funders. CHIPA’s mission is to reduce the incidence and impact of childhood injury across Australia. The Alliance is advocating for:
-

a federally funded and coordinated national injury prevention action framework
that is based on fact and evidence;

-

a routine injury surveillance system using real time access; and

-

the Australian Trauma Quality Improvement Program to be enhanced to enable
uniform high quality care across Australia.

Kidsafe Australia is represented on the Alliance by a Kidsafe NSW representative and the
previous Kidsafe Australia Chairperson.


On behalf of Kidsafe Australia, Kidsafe NSW coordinates national representation of
Kidsafe experts on Standards Australia Committees. Kidsafe is represented on the
following Australian Standards Committees:
-

Playground Equipment and Surfacing

-

Toy Safety

-

Trampolines (domestic)

-

Prams and Strollers

-

Cots for Household Use

-

Children’s Nightwear

-

Amusement Park Rides and Devices

-

Child restraints in motor vehicles

-

Trampoline Park Facilities

-

Proludic

-

Outhouse Design

-

The Honourable Geoff Lee MP
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Kidsafe NSW took a leadership role in establishing an Australian Standards Committee to
develop a Standard for Indoor Trampoline Parks and is a member of the Sydney
Children’s Hospital Network team investigating injury of children using these parks.
Kidsafe NSW is also co-funding this research, through the Australian Pedestrian
Surveillance Unit.



The Child Restraint Evaluation Program (CREP) continues to provide up to date
information and ratings for parents and carers on the child car seats that are available in
Australia. Kidsafe Australia is represented on this committee by a Kidsafe NSW
representative.



Kidsafe NSW is continuing its collaboration with Department of Education and
Communities Asset Management Unit to develop Playing Safe Guidelines. The draft has
now been completed and should be finalised in the next reporting year.



Kidsafe NSW is also one of the partners in the Child Injury Prevention Partnership
(CHIPP) lead by the University of New South Wales. This partnership aims to develop a
culturally safe child injury prevention program tailored to meet the needs of Aboriginal
families in Walgett, NSW.



The George Institute’s project Healthy Housing: Improving communication pathways
between health, social and housing services for Aboriginal families in South East Sydney
continues. Kidsafe NSW is a collaborating agency and is a member of the Reference
Group.
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Kidsafe NSW, under Kidsafe WA as the Registered Training Organisation (RTO), offers
the accredited course RSCICR301A Provide information and advice on correct child
car restraints. The course provides information on the legal requirements for
transporting children, correct selection and usage of child car restraints, accessories
used with child car restraints in addition to a practical component where participants
are assessed in correctly fitting a range of child car restraints. During the reporting
year, 16 courses were conducted targeting those organisations that work with
vulnerable families and are required to transport children on a regular basis. Six
courses were conducted in regional areas, nine were conducted in metropolitan
areas.



Kidsafe NSW also offers accredited training in playground inspections, under Kidsafe
WA as the Registered Training Organisation. Two courses are offered by the NSW
Playground Advisory Unit: AHCPGD206 Conduct visual inspection of park facilities
and AHCPGD305 Conduct operational inspection of park facilities. Four courses were
delivered during the reporting period with 50 participants completing the accredited
training.



AHCPGD505 Conduct comprehensive inspections of park facilities is currently in the
process of being refined and should be offered in NSW in 2019/2020.



20 nationally recognised training courses delivered



198 participants attended these courses



200 comprehensive playground inspections completed



20 Review of Plans completed
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Specialised inspection services, workshops and webinars relating to safe, creative
playground design and maintenance are a strong, successful component of the business
arm of the organisation. During the reporting year, the Playground Advisory Unit
completed 200 Comprehensive Playground Inspections and 20 Review of Plans.



Additional funding is also sought from a range of sources including grants and
sponsorships. This has resulted in a number of successful grant applications and
sponsorship opportunities which have allowed us to extend our service delivery and
promotion of child injury prevention messages.



Kidsafe NSW commenced a renovation of Kidsafe House to make safety messages more
visually accessible and modernise the existing space. As a result Kidsafe House was
closed for the last quarter of the reporting year. NSW Community Building Grant
enabled the flooring and signage boards to be replaced and the whole interior to be
repainted. A Federal grant allowed for the outside play area and the staff space to be
improved, with much needed repairs to softfall and shade.

Nursery—Before
Nursery—after IKEA renovations

Kidsafe NSW Annual Report 2018-2019

Media Activity
Date

Media

Topic

16.07.2018

Sydney Morning Herald

Choice review of prams and strollers

18.07.2018

Channel 7

Caution about toy slime containing boron

18.07.2018

Channel 9

Choice report on cots and prams failing safety tests

19.07.2018

Yahoo 7

Choice report on dangerous portacots

25.07.2018

Ten Daily

Potential dangers of skipping ropes and cords

30.07.2018

Ten Daily

Potential dangers of skipping ropes and cords

13.08.2018

Nine.com.au Finance

15.08.2018

Sydney Morning Herald

Coles Little Shop Mini Collectables as potential
choking hazards
NSW paintball age lowered to 12 years

16.08.2018

Richard Glover

NSW paintball age lowered to 12 years

22.08.2018

The Age

28.08.2018

Channel 9

Victoria’s Coroner report on phasing out gas heaters
that emit carbon monoxide
Young children intentionally left inside car

03.09.2018

Yahoo 7

Squishies banned overseas due to harmful chemicals

11.09.2018

ABC

Squishies banned overseas due to harmful chemicals

20.09.2018

Ten Daily

Overseas report on injuries due to baby walkers

04.10.2018

ABC Radio North Coast

Impact on limiting children taking risks in play

22.10.2018

2GB

National Kidsafe Day

23.10.2018

Channel 7 Adelaide

Risks associated with baby walker exercisers

23.10.2018

Channel 7

National Kidsafe Day

27.11.2018

The Age

Monkey bar related injuries in playgrounds

04.12.2018

Riotact!

Warning about not locking children in cars

14.12.2018

Improving landscape quality in schools

17.12.2018

Media Interview –
Libby Gallagher
Sydney Morning Herald

17.12.2018

Channel 9 Today Show

Warning about children left in cars

18.12.2018

Channel 9 News

18.12.2018
07.01.2019

ABC 7:30 Report
The Courier Mail

17.01.2019

ABC Radio

The Unconventional Oven and the dangers of leaving
children in cars
Holiday Road Safety
Warning about babies and toddlers overheating in
prams
Warning about babies and toddlers overheating in
prams
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Warning about children left in cars

Media Activity
Date

Media

Topic

24.01.2019

Kidspot and NRMA

30.01.2019

ABC News

30.01.2019

Daily Telegraph

31.01.2019

06.02.2019

Kinderling Kids Radio
Podcast Recording
Channel 7,10 and Ten
Daily
The George Institute

Car seat safety—The importance of making the
safest choice
The dangers of button batteries in promotional items
eg wristbands
Playground safety and maintenance—important in
preventing unintentional injury
How to choose the right child car seat

18.02.2019
21.02.2019

9News.com
Google Alerts

25.02.2019

Kidspot

07.03.2019

Channel 9 A Current Affair

Warning about poor child car seat installation in
rental cars
Warning about children left unattended in hot cars

12.03.2019

Channel 9 A Current Affair

Death of baby accidentally left in hot car

14.03.2019

Sydney Morning Herald

Dr Ruth Barker on the dangers of button batteries

26.03.2019

ABC 7:30 Report

12.04.2019

Babydrive.com

The importance of safe crossing options for children
around schools
Inadequate anchorages for child car seats in utes

12.04.2019

News.com

Horrifying incident of a child in pram hit in traffic

15.04.2019

ABC Drive

Holiday travel and child car seat safety

24.04.2019

abc.net.au

Queensland based nature play pilot program

08.05.2019

Channel 7

Warning over safe use of baby slings

15.05.2019

Royal Children’s Hospital

Poll on child car seat safety

12.06.2019

News.com.au

12.06.2019
17.06.2019

Sydney Morning Herald
Daily Edition

17.06.2019

Fairfax Media

Baby at risk due to incorrectly secured in child car
seat
Quad bike fatality of child in regional NSW
Dangers of gas heating and carbon monoxide
poisoning
Quad bikes and children following ACCC submission

24.06.2019

NBN TV

New paintball legislation in NSW from July 2019

26.06.2019

Vodaphone

Pedestrian safety in the digital world

04.02.2019
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Incident of child left in car
Report on Australia failing to close the Aboriginal
child injury gap
All-terrain vehicle fatality
Toddler left in vehicle outside childcare centre
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(Member deferred for 12 months)
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Kidsafe NSW Council
Professor Kathleen Clapham
PhD BA (Honours) Professor (Indigenous Health)
Australian Health Services Research Institute
University of Wollongong
(resigned 19/12/18)

Ms Kristy Abbott
MHealthSc, BA (Psych)
Consultant
(Resigned 10/4/19)
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Council Governance

Meetings

01/08/18 24/10/18 19/12/18 13/02/19

10/04/19

Kate Hunter
Nicholas Cheng
Julie Brown
Lynn Kraus
Resigned

Kristy Abbott
Resigned

Kathleen Clapham
David Howarth
Christopher Zinn
Sarah Adams
Emma Webster
Susan Adams

12 months
leave

Key
Attendance
Apology
Leave
Non member
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12/06/19

Organisation Chart
Kidsafe NSW Council

Executive Officer

Playground Safety

Road Safety

Home and Community
Safety

Administration
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Kidsafe NSW Staff

Christine Erskine

Vicki Milne

Stacie Powell

Executive Officer

Manager

Project Officer

Road Safety

Road & Home Safety

Kay Lockhart

Kim Cooke

Shawn Little

Manager
(Leave January—June)

Project Officer & Acting Manager
(January-June)

Project Officer

Playground Advisory Unit

Playground Safety

Playground Safety

Belinda Aussel

Vicky Paranomos

Administration Officer

Volunteer
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Leycester Meares Bequest
The Hon. Mr Justice Charles Leycester Devenish Meares, AC, CMG
(1909-1994) led a distinguished career as a barrister, soldier and Judge
of the Supreme Court of NSW for a period of 10 years from 1969.
He held many positions of great importance, including Chairman of the
NSW Bar Council (1961-63), First President of the Australian Bar
Association (1963-64), on the Council of the Professions, and Chairman
of the NSW Law Reform Commission. He was appointed a QC in 1954.
On his retirement in 1979, he pursued his interest in working with
national organisations whose aim was to assist those with a disability
and to advocate for injury prevention particularly among children. He played a leading role in
establishing the Child Accident Prevention Foundation (CAPFA), otherwise known as Kidsafe
Australia. The Hon. CLD Meares was Vice President of the Foundation for 10 years.
According to The Hon. Raymond Reynolds (NSW Supreme Court Judge from 1967-83), “had it
not been for the commitment with which The Hon. CLD Meares pursued the idea with state
governments and in medical and road safety circles, to make a good idea an established and
funded reality, it is very doubtful that the Foundation would have become the major children’s
advocacy organisation it now is.”
In 1995, CAPFA established a perpetual trust known as The Leycester Meares Bequest as a
result of the significant financial contribution of $50,000 from the Estate of Justice Meares,
and in honour of the valuable support he provided to Kidsafe over many years.
An additional $50,000 was contributed to the Bequest from barristers and members of Bar
Associations across Australia. Investment derived from the Bequest supports national Kidsafe
projects including National Kidsafe Day. Every two years the Playspace Design Awards are held
with a special Award nominated as the Leycester Meares Memorial Award. This year it was
awarded to Moruya Public School for its inclusive playspace.
Kidsafe Australia acknowledges the valuable, ongoing support of the Trustees of The Leycester
Meares Bequest which contributes to the organisation’s ability to advocate on child safety
issues, and provide the community, parents and carers with information, advice, guidance and
support.
In 2018, the Trustees approved funding to support National Kidsafe Day and the National Play
Symposium. The Trustees have approved the dissolution of the Trust with the funds in the
process of being allocated to Kidsafe Australia.

Moruya Public School ’s inclusive
playspace was recipient of the
Leycester Meares Memorial Award
at the 2018 Kidsafe National
Playspace Design Awards
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Lorrie Fay Memorial Scholarship

The Lorrie Fay Memorial Scholarship was established by the family of
Lorrie Fay in recognition of her lengthy and devoted service to Kidsafe.
Their aim is to continue her dream of a safe, caring and healthy
environment for children. The bequest fund is managed through the
University of NSW (UNSW) and provides a Scholarship to UNSW medical
students undertaking Honours Program or an Independent Learning
Project (ILP).
The first scholarship was awarded in 2011 to Jodie Wheatley who
examined the risk factors associated with serious injury following a motor vehicle accident in
children aged <3 years, over a 10-year period. The study identified the associations of
restraint status, seating position, urbanisation, impact direction, estimated vehicle speed and
occupant ejection, with injury severity, based on the hypothesis that these risk factors will
affect the severity of injuries sustained by young children.
In 2012 the scholarship recipient was Jasmine Rosewarne. This research assessed the
feasibility of conducting an in-depth case control study of falls among children from windows
and balconies to test the hypothesis that there are environmental and family/child
differences among families and dwellings where children fall from buildings and where they
do not.
Amanda Zhou was awarded the scholarship in 2015. Hers was a retrospective study to
determine the incidence and epidemiology of serious fall-related paediatric injuries in
Australia during 2002-2012, with a particular focus on falls from buildings.
In 2016, Evangeline Woodford received a scholarship to complete an Independent Learning
Project to increase the evidence-base of car seat recommendations. The focus was on the
harness cross chest-clip on child restraints, which are generally not used in Australia in
response to concerns that it might inflict neck injuries during a crash. No large-scale research
had previously been conducted to quantify the impact and role of chest-clip use during a
crash.
In 2018, the recipient was Lovana Daniel. Her project focused on evaluating the outcomes of
drowning patients in NSW with a particular emphasis on the paediatric population. Current
data will be used to formulate better models of care and improve outcomes for drowning
patients in NSW.
Louise Sun was awarded the scholarship in 2019. The aim of this research project is to
perform consumer testing and refinement of intervention materials designed to reduce risk of
home falls among infants <12 months. These tailored materials will be delivered via a mobile
app. The primary aim is to ensure comprehension and usability of the fall intervention
mini-app through iterative consumer testing. Secondary objectives aim to capture parental
perception surrounding risk of infant falls.
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