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Chairperson Report
We all know that 2020 has been unrivalled, testing each of us at different times and in different ways. In
Australia, and notably in New South Wales, 2019 finished and 2020 began with extensive and catastrophic
bushfires. There was barely a moment’s breath before we moved to a global pandemic, the likes of which
has not been seen for almost a century. This year highlighted the need to be flexible, adaptable, creative,
and to have the strength to rely on others. Kidsafe NSW was not immune to either the events, or their
impact. The team at Kidsafe NSW has shown themselves to be the sterling team we know them to be;
committed to child injury prevention, able to maintain work commitments, a revenue stream and respond
to community needs throughout the year. Despite the impact of COVID-19, Kidsafe NSW remains viable and
continues to: deliver evidence-based child injury programs, be at the forefront of initiatives to promote
child safety and be a strong voice advocating for child injury prevention. Evidence of this is seen across each
of Kidsafe NSW’s strategic pillars.
Empowering individuals and communities
While COVID-19 has certainly curtailed or put on pause, for at least four months much of the educational
activities that rely on face-to-face contact (road safety education, access to Kidsafe House and playground,
off-site home and safety exhibitions, accredited trainings for both road and playground safety), other
programs targeting this strategic pillar have continued. These include the completion of the Family Day
Care Guidelines, regular input and facebook posts, website upgrade, and regular posting of Kidsafe NSW
newsletters. Looking forward, Kidsafe NSW has partnered with organisations such as The George Institute
for Global Health to research application of technology to provide remote support re child restraint use. If
shown to be effective, Kidsafe NSW will be able to continue to provide support and safety education to
families and organisations even when conditions prohibit or inhibit face-to-face contact.
Advocating for and influencing policy
Kidsafe NSW continues to influence policy and practice. This is seen across each of the core activities.
Examples include input into the NSW Children and Young People Injury Prevention Working Group,
coordinating Kidsafe Australia’s response to the Draft National Injury Prevention Strategy, influencing
Australian Standards relating to multiple products including button batteries, child car seats and skateparks,
continuing as an active member in the Child Injury Prevention Alliance, and being integral in the Kidsafe
National Playspace Design Awards.
Building and maintaining effective partnerships
A key element of Kidsafe NSW’s effectiveness is the establishment of new and maintenance of existing
effective partnerships. Kidsafe NSW’s partnerships are extensive. These include informal connections with
families and organisations; being active members across multiple steering committees, working groups and
research programs; maintaining working relationships with key government agencies and maintaining
partnerships with Kidsafe entities across the jurisdictions.
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Chairperson Report
Ensuring a sustainable organisation
Integral to sustainability is resourcing, including human and financial resources and infrastructure. This year
has tested all organisations, particularly not-for-profit organisations reliant on fee for service and receipt of
grants as major income contributors and generators. Kidsafe NSW was well positioned to be resilient in the
face of such uncertain times. Ongoing funding combined with Kidsafe NSW’s eligibility for government
support through the JobKeeper program, have significantly contributed to the cashflow in the final quarter
of the 2019-2020 financial year. Of prime importance, and to the utmost credit of the Kidsafe NSW team,
all staff moved quickly and efficiently into implementing COVID-safe plans, applying new work practices and
processes, supporting staff to work offline, ensuring phone and voicemail management maintained contact
with the public and clients seamlessly, and critically placing staff well-being front of mind.
Kidsafe NSW team
Never has the Kidsafe NSW team been so stretched and challenged as they have in the past eighteen
months. Each and every member of the team has shown their value, expertise and agility, working as a
team to translate knowledge of child injury prevention and safety promotion into policy and practice. To
Christine Erskine, Vicki Milne, Stacie Powell, Belinda Aussel, Kim Cooke, Shawn Little and Kay Lockhart,
Kidsafe NSW Council recognises your work and commitment and thanks you for continuing to deliver
Kidsafe NSW’s high quality programs, resources and training and building new and strengthening old
partnerships.
Welcome to new council members
Further to 2019/2020 being a year of significant change; we bade farewell to Lynne Kraus. Lynne has been
an integral Kidsafe Council member, contributing significantly to strategic development and critically as
Treasurer for several years. Lynne’s knowledge and experience will be missed, we as an organisation have
benefited from her expertise and financial advice and oversight.
I am thrilled to welcome six new Council members to our team: Ms Anita Kariappa, Ms Olivia Boyle, Ms
Caitlin Francis, Prof. Gary Browne, Mr Scott Rollason, and Ms Leigh-Anne Shannon. Each offers expertise
across a range of areas including governance, health care provision, research, strategic planning and
financial management and advice. I acknowledge the work of existing Council members and particularly
thank Christopher Zinn and David Howarth for representing Kidsafe NSW at Kidsafe Australia (CAPFA). I
thank all Kidsafe NSW Council members for their time and considered advice over the year.
Looking to the future
We welcome the challenges that will no doubt meet us as we move into the next financial year. We enter
this next year with the opportunity to review 2019/2020, our response to the challenges that have arisen
and to identify lessons learnt; this will enable us to continue to build and strengthen our impact. As Council
members, I suggest our focus will be on ensuring organisational sustainability, strengthening our strategic
direction and never losing sight of our overall mission to make a safer world for children.
I joined Kidsafe NSW April 2017 and became Chairperson from November 2018.
Kate Hunter on behalf of Kidsafe NSW Council
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Executive Officer Report
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, (adopted in November 1989, in force from September
1990 with Australia as a signatory), promotes 30 years of commitment to children. Kidsafe NSW as a member
association of our national Kidsafe body, the Child Accident Prevention Foundation of Australia (CAPFA),
constantly re-calibrates our work to totally focus on our mission to ‘make a safer world for kids.’ In particular,
our commitment to ...
Inclusivity
Convention Article 23 promotes a child’s right to active participation in a decent community life irrespective of
physical or mental disability. Kidsafe NSW is a member of the NSW Government’s ‘Everyone Can Play’ working
group and we encompass into our design advice, training, education and resourcing, answers to children and
their families about ‘can I get there?’ … ‘can I play?’ …and ‘can I stay?’
Health and Wellbeing
Convention article 24 recognises a child’s right to the highest attainable standard of health. Child injury
prevention and the need to achieve a safe environment, safe products, legislation that protects children,
advocacy, and community education, all form the pillars of the Kidsafe NSW Strategic Plan.
Equal Opportunity
Convention Article 31 asserts the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational
activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts. In addition to
our focus on child safety and injury prevention, Kidsafe also wants children to have fun.
Unfortunately in Australia we have not had a national government commitment to child injury prevention
despite a national strategy that ceased in 2014. However this may change as the Australian Government’s
Department of Health has commissioned the development of a 10 year national strategy and Kidsafe
Associations in each state and territory are fully committed to its development and implementation. Refer to
Australian Government link below for more information:https://consultations.health.gov.au/population-health-and-sport-division/national-injury-prevention-strategy_/
From the Kidsafe point of view, it is imperative that nationally consistent data on injury needs to inform policy
and campaigns; vulnerable communities should be supported; and evidence-based community programs are
sustainably resourced to implement injury prevention strategies in partnership with the Australian
governments held accountable at the national, state and territory levels.
Kidsafe NSW is managing to maintain activity, despite an unanticipated downturn from March 2020, and to
some extent this is due to national government support for businesses and employees. However unrelated to
the COVID-19 pandemic, Kidsafe NSW has not received ongoing support from some NSW government
departments.
The support from the NSW Ministry of Health has been significant and continues under current contractual
arrangements until June 2023. Unfortunately we no longer receive support from NSW Office of Sport. Project
based funds are periodically received from Transport for NSW and Education and Communities.
Anyone involved in community advocacy, social justice, program equity and access, understand the
resourcing ‘juggling act’ and Kidsafe NSW tries to be as ‘nimble’ as possible! This is due to the wonderful Kidsafe
NSW staff and our Council members.
We have a dedicated, highly qualified team that supports each other both professionally and personally and I
know I am extremely grateful to be part of such a valuable and committed group of experts.
Thank you.
Christine Erskine, Executive Officer
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CAPFA Director Report

During 2019 – 2020 Kidsafe Australia, in collaboration with its member States and Territories,
committed to responding to and promoting the proposed National Injury Prevention Strategy which
aims to highlight the need for government accountability and resourcing of child injury prevention.
Kidsafe Australia celebrated 40 years of dedication to child injury prevention and each State and
Territory has been recognised for their particular contribution and the support they continue to
provide their communities. A reception was hosted by the National President, Craig Ray and highlights
are included elsewhere in this Report
An initial review of the National Strategic Plan was undertaken in July when all the National, State and
Territory Representatives met in Canberra. A second meeting was held following the 40 th Anniversary
celebration in Brisbane in November 2019. The intention during this financial year was to develop and
implement a national advocacy plan, investigate a certification program and finalise licencing and
constitutional requirements.
Kidsafe Australia’s goal to reduce the appalling and unnecessary toll of child injury, must remain the
key priority of the federated body. To this end it is critical that the national body and its affiliated
Kidsafe Associations in each State and Territory unequivocally commit to working together.
This must occur through a strong sense of partnership, complimentary initiatives, sound
communication and action planning. Kidsafe NSW clearly shares the goal of reducing child injury and is
a constant voice supporting CAPFA to achieve such a goal.
Progression on national campaigns has occurred through partnerships with Safetech (national water
safety campaigns) and national burns prevention partners resulting in Burns Awareness Month. In
addition, Kidsafe Australia has provided support to national Stewardship Projects aimed at recycling
old child car seats and dangerous batteries, and is waiting on whether these projects will gain
Australian Government support.
Kidsafe was to be involved in planning the World Injury Prevention Conference scheduled for November
2020 in Brisbane but this has been postponed till 2022.
I was first nominated by Kidsafe NSW as a member of the Child Accident Prevention Foundation
(CAPFA) Board, known as Kidsafe Australia, from December 2018.
Christopher Zinn, Member of the Kidsafe NSW Council
NSW Representative on CAPFA
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Kidsafe NSW
Strategic Plan
2017-2020
EMPOWERMENT

PARTNERSHIP

POLICY

SUSTAINABILITY

Engage with
communities across
NSW to advocate for
child injury prevention,
recognising the
importance of cultural
and regional diversity

Create and maintain
strong collaborations and
partnerships with
researchers, corporate,
government and non
government organisations
that are active in child
injury prevention

Formulate public policy on
important child safety
measures in order to focus
attention and advocate for
child injury prevention

Create a sustainable
business model to
guarantee that Kidsafe
NSW will have an
impact on reducing and
preventing unintentional
injury children

Promote and
advocate child injury
prevention through a
range of media

Promote and engage
with research into the
causes and prevention
of child injury

Work with stakeholders
to formulate public
policy on key child
injury prevention
measures

Ensure the operations
of Kidsafe NSW align
with the current
injury trends and are
fit for purpose based
on current and future
funding

Share and
communicate
knowledge in a
skilled, creative
manner

Initiate, foster and
strengthen strategic
partnerships with key
stakeholders in
childhood injury
prevention

Advocate for increased
attention to child injury
prevention in the
community and at all
levels of government

Develop a sustainable
business model for
obtaining funds from
diverse sources
including grants,
sales, and
sponsorships

Empower the
community through
the provision of
evidence-based
knowledge to
diverse groups across
NSW including
Indigenous, CALD
and rural/remote
NSW communities

Develop an outcomes
measurement
framework that
supports the
demonstration of
organisational impact
on reducing and
preventing
unintentional injury
to children
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Child injury snapshot
Over 150 children die in Australia each year from
preventable injuries and more than 68,000 are
hospitalised1,2
Major causes of child death due to injury in NSW3
Drowning

Transport

On average 30 children die each year from unintentional injury3

Major causes of child hospitalisation due to injury in NSW3
Falls

Transport

Burns & Scalds

Poisoning

On average 17,000 children are hospitalised from injury and
poisoning3
1. Mitchell R, Curtis K, Foster K. A 10-year review of the characteristics and health outcomes of injury-related hospitalisations of children in Australia. Day of Difference Foundation. University of Sydney. 5th May 2017.
2. Adams S, Elkington J, MacKay JM, Zwi K, O’Sullivan M, Vincenten J, Brussoni M, Towner E, Brown J. Child Safety Good Practice Guide: Good investments in unintentional child injury prevention and safety promotion. Sydney: Sydney
Children’s Hospitals Network, 2016
3. References

Centre for Road Safety Deaths https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/statistics/interactivecrashstats/nsw.html?tabnsw=5
RLSSA https://www.royallifesaving.com.au/facts-and-figures/research-and-reports/drowning-reports
http://www.healthstats.nsw.gov.au/Indicator/inj_hos_cat/inj_hos_cat_snap?&topic=Injury and poisoning&topic1=topic_inj&code=inj
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EMPOWERMENT

Activities 2019-2020
Education
Kidsafe House is set up to show parents and carers how they can minimise risks to children in the
home environment. Parents, carers and educators can drop in and collect safety information on a
range of injury topics available throughout the house. Key safety messages focusing on common
causes of injury to children are highlighted in each of the rooms. Kidsafe NSW conducts tours through
the House as well as offering customised community presentations. Parents and carers can also go
through Kidsafe House at their leisure.
Higher education and vocational education providers also seek resources and presentations for their
students. The Kidsafe NSW presentations complement their studies which range from Certificate III to
Masters students in the fields of Early Childhood Education and Care, and Public Health. In the past
year over 350 people accessed information or presentations at Kidsafe House.

In addition to providing information at Kidsafe House, Kidsafe NSW also
delivered off-site presentations to community organisations in the
Hunter, Illawarra, South Western and Western Sydney regions on a
range of child safety topics. Kidsafe NSW is committed to empowering
vulnerable members of our community through education evidenced
based safety messages and practical advice. In the past year over 850
parents, carers, and educators participated in the presentations.
Family Day Care educators and co-ordinators are also major clients of
our education programs. Over 100 educators attended sessions on the
Family Daycare Guidelines and Current Trends and Issues relating to
Family Daycare.

Points of interest
● 191,579 website page

views
● 79,529 website unique

users
● 865,762 total Facebook

reach
● 89,669 engaged users on

Facebook
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Webinars
Our education program has also been enhanced through the development of a number of webinars
which allows Kidsafe NSW to deliver to a broader community and remain active with COVID-19
restrictions in place, during 2020.
The webinar Inspections and Maintenance of Playgrounds was opened to the public in June with over
350 participants registered to view the session by early July.
Kidsafe NSW’s webinar on Child Play and Best Practice was delivered to Australian Institute of
Landscape Architects (AILA) members in March, with 67 registering to view the webinar.
Playspace Design Awards
Kidsafe National Playspace Design Awards recognise excellence and
innovation in the provision of safe, creative playspaces. The Awards aim to
promote inspirational, innovative, best practice play facilities that encourage
healthy participation in recreational activities for all users.
These Awards, held every two years, are open to playground owners and
design professionals across Australia and provide a great opportunity to
showcase playspace design. The 2020 Kidsafe National Playspace Design
Awards opened in May and winners are due to be announced in November
2020. The Kidsafe National Playspace Design Awards are co-ordinated by
Kidsafe NSW.
Major Events
Kidsafe NSW explores opportunities to deliver its safety messages in a variety of forums. During the
reporting year Kidsafe NSW participated in a number of safety events such as the Warragamba Dam
Fest, attended by over 7,000 people and the Airbnb Summer of Safety Expo, on behalf of Kidsafe
Australia.
Our regular program of large events such as the Pregnancy, Babies and Childrens Expo, You’re Kidding
Me Expo and Kids Day Out were cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions

Airbnb Summer of Safety Launch
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EMPOWERMENT
Online Activity
The Kidsafe NSW website optimises access by the community to a wide range of child injury prevention
information and resources. The ‘look and feel’ of the website is currently being redesigned to ensure
that information is easily accessible and continues to meet the needs of our communities. It is
anticipated that the revised website will be launched in 2020-2021. There was a 4% increase in total
page views and 7% increase in unique users from the previous reporting period.
Website page views by month
FY 2019-20
Total = 191,579

Website unique users by month
FY 2019-20
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The communications strategy focuses on delivering seasonal child injury prevention messages through
the Kidsafe NSW Facebook page and the Kidsafe newsletters. New and annual injury prevention
campaigns at both national and state level are also promoted as part of our online strategy and
ensures alignment with the Kidsafe national safety messages.
Facebook REACH by month
FY 2019-20

Facebook engaged users by month
FY 2019-20
Total engaged users = 89,669
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Kidsafe NSW will review its communication strategy and explore other
social media platforms to engage with younger parents during the next
reporting year. Regular e-newsletters have been produced throughout
the year to inform parents and carers on key prevention strategies to
minimise risks to children around the home, road and playground.
Newsletters also contain important information on product safety in
addition to our seasonal campaign messages. Eight newsletters were
completed and available for viewing on the website in 2019-2020.
Particular attention was given to providing readers with resources to
assist them during the COVID-19 pandemic to access support needed
to maintain physical health and mental well being.

101540
116265

Points of interest
● 4% increase in website

page views
● 7% increase in website

unique users
● 865,762 total Facebook

reach
● 89,669 engaged users on

Facebook
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PARTNERSHIP

Activities 2019-2020
Kidsafe NSW is recognised as a leading advocate for child safety and injury prevention. This is
evidenced through:
- membership of peak bodies including the Australian Injury Prevention Network (AIPN) and
Australian College of Road Safety;
- membership of Government working parties including NSW Child and Young Person Injury
Prevention Working Group, SCHN Severe Burns Injury Prevention Committee;
- member of Everyone Can Play Working Group established by NSW Department of Planning to
develop and implement guidelines to assist councils, industry professionals and local
communities in the design and delivery of inclusive playspaces across NSW;
- contributions to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) and Standards
Australia discussion papers; and
- collaboration with NSW Fair Trading and NSW Health to promote child safety issues.


In 2018/2019 Kidsafe NSW commenced a detailed revision of the Kidsafe Family Day Care Safety
Guidelines. This important resource was first published in 1986 to provide support and guidance
to Family Day Care (FDC) Educators who play a vital role in the safety and well-being of children
across Australia. The Safety Guidelines are widely used by FDC Schemes and Coordinators as a
high quality resource, recommended to their educators, as a guide for best practice.
In 2019/2020 after extensive collaboration with industry experts and a public consultation
period, the 7th edition of the Guidelines was completed. This current version contains updates
on the relevant Australian Standards; national frameworks and regulations; as well as addressing
emerging trends in child safety and injury prevention. This edition now includes commendations
from stakeholders and updated definitions. The Guidelines also incorporate new safety sections
on button batteries, heat packs, hot water bottles, steam vaporisers, data security and online
safety.



Kidsafe NSW works with Kidsafe Australia in developing and promoting national campaigns
through our social media platforms. In 2019/2020 featured campaigns included:


Proactive water safety campaign—Safer Barriers Save Lives with SAFETECH. The campaign
focus is to remind the public that when it comes to backyard pool safety, ‘the best offence is
a good defence’ ,



National Burns Awareness month supported by the Julian Burton Burns Trust. Kidsafe NSW
produced multilingual fact cards titled ‘Hot Drinks Burn Like Fire’.
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PARTNERSHIP

Kidsafe NSW also collaborates on specialised projects. In the reporting year some of these included:









The Australian Paediatric Surveillance Unit (APSU) project on Indoor Trampoline Parks to
determine scale and scope of paediatric injuries;
Dr Sebastian Pfautsch (Western Sydney University) on the Cool Cumberland Playground
Project which aims at retrofitting an existing playground with UV smart materials to
minimise heat in the playground;
The Healthy Housing Project being conducted by the George Institute for Global Health
and the La Perouse Aboriginal Community Health Centre which is investigating the impact
of poor housing on children’s health, wellbeing and safety;
The Illawarra Project examining the link between rates of playground related injury and
compliance with the Australian Standards for playground equipment and surfacing. The
Project is being conducted by Professor Kate Curtis from the University of Sydney; and
Walgett Aboriginal Community Project, Community led solutions to prevent Aboriginal
child injury. The project is a partnership between the Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service
and the University of New South Wales and is led by Professor Rebecca Ivers from the
School of Public Health and Community Medicine.

At a national level, Kidsafe NSW has also being involved in consulting on two proposed recycling
initiatives under consideration by the Australian Government Department of Industry, Science, Energy
and Resources:



The Battery Stewardship Scheme aims to increase the rate of battery recycling in
Australia; and
SeatCare aims to reduce the number of child car seats which end up in landfill.
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Activities 2019-2020
On behalf of Kidsafe Australia, Kidsafe NSW coordinates national representation of Kidsafe experts on
Standards Australia Committees. Kidsafe Australia is represented on the following Australian Standards
Committees:
-

Playground Equipment and Surfacing
Toy Safety
Trampolines (domestic)
Trampoline Park Facilities
Prams and Strollers
Cots for Household Use
Children’s Nightwear
Amusement Park Rides and Devices
Child restraints for use in motor vehicles
Safety requirements for children’s furniture
Swimming Pool Safety
Seat Belt Assemblies
Sport and Recreation Equipment
Button Batteries



Kidsafe NSW played a key role in advocating for the adoption of the European Standard to
improve safety requirements in skate parks. Skate parks enhance children’s social and physical
skills through the use of wheeled toys, however, skate parks can have potential risks. Falls from
wheeled toys can pose a significant injury risk to children. The adoption of the European
Standard will specify the safety requirements in the development, construction, and
maintenance of skate parks, with the aim of protecting users from potential hazards.



Kidsafe NSW took a leadership role in establishing an Australian Standards Committee to
develop a Standard for Indoor Trampoline Parks and is currently the Kidsafe national
representative. Kidsafe NSW is also a member of the Sydney Children’s Hospital Network team
investigating injury of children using these parks and has co-funded research, through the
Australian Pedestrian Surveillance Unit.



The Child Restraint Evaluation Program (CREP) continues to provide up to date information and
ratings for parents and carers on the child car seats that are available in Australia through the
childcarseats.com.au website. Kidsafe Australia is represented on this committee by a Kidsafe
NSW representative.



Collaboration is continuing between the Department of Education and Communities Asset
Management Unit and Kidsafe NSW to update the Playing Safe Guidelines. It is anticipated that
the Guidelines should be finalised in the next reporting year.
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POLICY
During the reporting year, input was provided across a range of policy areas. These included:


Draft National Injury Prevention Strategy



Public comment on AS 4685 Playground equipment and surfacing



Public Comment AS16630 Permanently installed outdoor fitness equipment



Comment on draft updated National Child Restraint Guidelines

Kidsafe NSW provides an advisory service for home, road and playground enquiries which are collated
through our Client Management System (CMS). These enquiries via phone and email help to inform
our policy direction and provide an excellent resource for determining community concerns and
expectations around child injury prevention.
Percentage of queries by program area FY
2019-20
Playground Accredited Training
16%

7%
16%

Child Restraint Accredited
Training
Home/Community

7%

Playground Advisory Unit
17%
Road Safety
37%
Webinars

Despite the reduction in services due to COVID-19 almost 2,000 enquiries were received during the
reporting year. 39% of enquiries related to the webinars and training conducted by Kidsafe NSW and
17% to home and community safety issues. Playground enquiries accounted for 37% which were focused mainly around playground inspections and providing advice on the Australian Standards
relating to playground equipment and surfacing.
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SUSTAINABILITY
Activities 2019-2020
Training


Kidsafe NSW, under Kidsafe WA as the Registered Training Organisation (RTO) offers the
accredited course RSCICR301A Provide information and advice on correct child car restraints. The
course provides information on the different types of child car seats on the market, legal
requirements for transporting children, correct usage and selection of child car seats, child car
seat accessories, in addition to a practical component where participants are assessed in
correctly fitting a range of child car seats.
In 2019-2020, fourteen courses were conducted for a range of organisations including car
dealerships, Aboriginal health services and other agencies that work with vulnerable members of
the community and are required to transport children on a regular basis.



Kidsafe NSW conducts a number of accredited training courses which focus on playground
inspections on behalf of Kidsafe WA as the RTO. These include: AHCPGD206 Conduct visual
inspection of park facilities, AHCPGD305 Conduct operational inspection of park facilities and
AHCPGD505 Conduct comprehensive inspections of park facilities which was offered for the first
time in 2091-2020.
During the reporting year, eight playground inspection courses were delivered and attended by
77 participants.



Specialised inspection services, workshops and webinars relating
to safe, creative playground design and maintenance were also
delivered by the Kidsafe Playground Advisory Unit.
The Unit conducted 162 Comprehensive Playground Inspections
and 26 Review of Plans. 65% of Comprehensive Playground
Inspections were completed in the Sydney metropolitan area
and 35% in regional NSW.

Points of interest
● 22 nationally recognised
training courses delivered
● 189 participants
● 68% delivered in Sydney
metro area
● 14% delivered in Hunter/
Illawarra
● 18% delivered in Regional
NSW
● 33% of participants in child
car seat training identified as
Indigenous
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SUSTAINABILITY
Kidsafe Safety Demonstration House Renovation
The Safety Demonstration House had not seen a makeover for more than 15 years. With generous
funding and donations, the renovation of the House is now fully complete with modern décor and
simple, stream line messaging.
IKEA donated a significant number of products and staff time in order to provide our Kidsafe House a
much needed update. This included many hours of planning and work to help create a safer life at
home! We are proud to be partnering with IKEA and to be able to share our space and injury
prevention messages with our community.
Other generous donors included Dulux Trade Centre Parramatta for kindly providing all paint needed
for the refurbishment; Community Building Partnership (CBP) Program for the generous funding that
provided all-weather outdoor signage, indoor painting and new flooring; The Gardenmakers donated
staff and resources for an extensive refurbishment of the outdoor playspace; and Timber Creations
donated time and staff to maintain the timber features.
Kidsafe House was opened again to the public at the beginning of 2019-2020 but was closed in March
2020 due to COVID-19 restrictions.

Representatives from Kidsafe NSW and IKEA at
the handover of the renovated Kidsafe House
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SUSTAINABILITY
Celebrating 40 years of ‘making a safer world for kids’
2019 marked 40 years since the Child Accident Prevention Foundation of Australia was incorporated.
To mark this important milestone, Kidsafe NSW funded the development of a booklet which
highlighted the great work in child injury prevention that Kidsafe has achieved during this time at both
state and national levels. A brief history of Kidsafe was also developed to showcase the major
campaigns. A celebratory event marking this important achievement was held in Queensland in
November 2019, alongside the Australian Injury Prevention Network Conference.
The Honourable Dame Quentin Bryce AD CVO speaking
at the Kidsafe 40 years anniversary event

Kidsafe staff from WA, NSW,QLD and SA
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Psychologist, Let’s Talk Private Practice and School Psychologist, Pittwater House Schools
Ms Leigh-anne Shannon BA, Cert IV Bus, MAICD, AMICDA
Chief Executive Officer, Internal Medicine Society of Australia and New Zealand Ltd (IMSANZ) (from 13/11/19)
Mr Scott Rollason BL/BApPsych, GradDip Legal Practice
General Manager, Family Day Care Australia (from 13/11/19)
Ms Caitlin Francis MPublic Health
Partner EY, Member of the Aust. Institute of Chartered Accountants,
Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales (ICAEW) (from 8/4/20)
Ms Lynn Kraus US CPA (Treasurer—until 8/4/20)
EY Oceania, Strategy and Transactions Partner
Dr Susan Adams BMed/BSurgery, FRACS
Head of Department, Paediatric Surgery, Sydney Children’s Hospital Randwick (on extended leave )
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NSW Council Governance

Meetings

28/08/19 9/10/19 13/11/19 11/12/19 11/2/20 8/04/20 10/06/20

Kate Hunter
Nicholas Cheng
Julie Brown
David Howarth
Christopher Zinn
Sarah Adams
Emma Webster
Anita Kariappa
Gary Browne
Olivia Boyle
Leigh-anne Shannon
Scott Rollason
Caitlin Francis
Lynn Kraus

Resigned

Susan Adams

Key
Attendance
Apology
Leave
Non member
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Kidsafe NSW Staff

Christine Erskine

Vicki Milne

Stacie Powell

Executive Officer

Manager

Project Officer

Road Safety

Road & Home Safety

Kay Lockhart

Kim Cooke

Shawn Little

Manager, Training and Education

Manager

Project Officer

Playground Safety

Playground Safety

Playground Safety

Belinda Aussel

Vicky Paranomos

Administration Officer

Volunteer
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Leycester Meares Bequest

The Hon. Mr Justice Charles Leycester Devenish Meares, AC, CMG (1909-1994)
led a distinguished career as a barrister, soldier and Judge of the Supreme Court
of NSW for a period of 10 years from 1969.
He held many positions of great importance, including Chairman of the NSW Bar
Council (1961-63), First President of the Australian Bar Association (1963-64), on
the Council of the Professions, and Chairman of the NSW Law Reform
Commission. He was appointed a QC in 1954.
On his retirement in 1979, he pursued his interest in working with national
organisations whose aim was to assist those with a disability and to advocate for
injury prevention particularly among children. He played a leading role in
establishing the Child Accident Prevention Foundation (CAPFA), otherwise known as Kidsafe Australia.
The Hon. CLD Meares was Vice President of the Foundation for 10 years.
According to The Hon. Raymond Reynolds (NSW Supreme Court Judge from 1967-83), “had it not
been for the commitment with which The Hon. CLD Meares pursued the idea with state governments
and in medical and road safety circles, to make a good idea an established and funded reality, it is
very doubtful that the Foundation would have become the major children’s advocacy organisation it
now is.”
In 1995, CAPFA established a perpetual trust known as The Leycester Meares Bequest as a result of
the significant financial contribution of $50,000 from the Estate of Justice Meares, and in honour of
the valuable support he provided to Kidsafe over many years.
An additional $50,000 was contributed from barristers and members of Bar Associations across
Australia. Investment derived from the Bequest supports national Kidsafe projects including National
Kidsafe Day. Every two years the Playspace Design Awards are held with a special Award nominated
as the Leycester Meares Memorial Award. The Trust has now been dissolved and has been handed
over to CAPFA who will now manage the funds generously donated by Bar Associations across
Australia and the Leycester Meares Estate. The funds will continue to be used for National Kidsafe
Day focusing on important child injury prevention strategies and national campaigns. In 2019, on
National Kidsafe Day, Kidsafe celebrated 40 years since the formation of the Child Accident
Prevention Foundation.
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Lorrie Fay Memorial Scholarship

The Lorrie Fay Memorial Scholarship was established by the family of Lorrie Fay in
recognition of her lengthy and devoted service to Kidsafe. Their aim is to continue
her dream of a safe, caring and healthy environment for children. The bequest fund
is managed through the University of NSW (UNSW) and provides a Scholarship to
UNSW medical students undertaking Honours Program or an Independent Learning
Project (ILP).
Previous scholarships include:
2011—Jodie Wheatley
Project examined the risk factors associated with serious injury following a motor vehicle accident in
children aged <3 years, over a 10-year period.
2012—Jasmine Rosewarne
Project assessed the feasibility of conducting an in-depth case control study of falls among children
from windows and balconies.
2015—Amanda Zhou
Project was a retrospective study to determine the incidence and epidemiology of serious fall-related
paediatric injuries in Australia during 2002-2012, with a particular focus on falls from buildings.
2016—Evangeline Woodford
Project aimed at examining the evidence relating to the harness cross chest-clip on child restraints,
which are generally not used in Australia.
2018—Lovana Daniel
Project focused on evaluating the outcomes of drowning patients in NSW with a particular emphasis on
the paediatric population.
2019—Louise Sun
Project contributed to consumer testing and refinement of intervention materials designed to reduce
risk of home falls among infants <12 months.
2020—Ike Schwartz
In 2020 the scholarship recipient is Ike Schwartz. The project is an epidemiological study of injury in
South West Sydney using data collected from Liverpool Emergency Department. This study aims to
define the most crucial priority areas for childhood injury in the CALD population, whether they differ
from those of the general population, and identify any disparities in care and outcomes of children
from the local CALD community.
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