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Kidsafe House, c/- The Children’s Hospital at Westmead 

Locked Bag 4001, Westmead NSW 2145 

T: 02 9845 0890  

F: 02 9845 0895  

E: SCHN-KIDSAFE@health.nsw.gov.au  

W: kidsafensw.org 

http://www.kidsafe.org.au/
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CHAIRPERSON & CAPFA DIRECTOR 

REPORT 

Kidsafe NSW is recognised as a quality provider through accreditation against the Health 

and Community Services Standards. The organisation strives to continually improve access, 

by the community, to the wealth of Kidsafe injury prevention information and campaigns. 

This is achieved through collaboration with Kidsafe experts across Australia and the        

dedication of the NSW Council and Staff.   

Kidsafe NSW is fortunate to receive significant financial contributions from the NSW       

Government to support home, community and playground safety. However, funds have   

declined to support general road safety programs. Consequently, the NSW Council and   

Kidsafe Staff are endeavouring to broaden the financial base of the organisation,           

particularly in the area of accredited child car restraint training.  

Kidsafe NSW aims to achieve against five key performance areas: 

Community Education – Kidsafe NSW continues to support a diverse range of stakeholders 

including community groups, family support agencies, schools, early childhood service   

providers and both vocational and tertiary education providers. The organisation has      

expanded its reach through improved social media channels, use of webinars and Plain 

English resources.  

Kidsafe NSW coordinated 2015 National Kidsafe Day and highlighted the 45 year history of 

child car restraints in Australia.   

Collaborative Research – Kidsafe NSW is contributing to two important pieces of work on 

understanding and improving the delivery of child injury prevention strategies. Firstly, the 

Paediatric Good Practice Guidelines, under the direction of Dr Susan Adams, in              

collaboration with the European Child Safety Alliance. And secondly, Preventing Injury to 

Aboriginal Children and Young people in NSW lead by Professor Kathleen Clapham.  

Public Policy Advocacy - The projects referred to above significantly add to the body of 

knowledge which will inform practitioners on how to achieve the best results in child injury 

prevention. They will also provide a guide on how to assess projects in terms of best    

practice and evidence based approaches to education and prevention.  Kidsafe NSW is also 

represented on the Ministerial Product Safety Committee. However, the Committee has not 

been active in recent times. Kidsafe NSW has sought clarification on the matter and raised 

product safety issues directly with the NSW Office of Fair Trading. 
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CHAIRPERSON & CAPFA DIRECTOR 

REPORT 

Strategic Partnerships – Kidsafe NSW works with CAPFA on reviewing licencing and        

governance reform to improve the organisational health of the organisational nationally. 

Also on behalf of CAPFA, Kidsafe NSW coordinates national representation of Kidsafe      

experts on Standards Australia Committees including backyard swimming pools, nursery 

furniture, child car restraints, domestic trampolines, amusement rides and toys.  

Kidsafe NSW took a leadership role in establishing an Australian Standards Committee to 

develop standards for Indoor Trampoline Parks and is a member of the Sydney Children’s 

Hospital Network team investigating injury of children using these parks.  

Organisational Sustainability - In order to create a broader financial base Kidsafe NSW 

conducts an accredited short course in correct use and installation of child restraints,      

under Kidsafe WA, which is a Registered Training Organisation.  Furthermore, specialised 

inspection and training services related to safe, creative playground design and        

maintenance are also a strong, successful component of the business arm of the            

organisation. Kidsafe NSW is also investigating the introduction of accredited training in 

playground inspections, design and best practice play options.   

A successful Trademark application, coordinated by NSW on behalf of CAPFA, for the 

‘Kidsafe’ word mark was expertly facilitated by Herbert Smith Freehills and achieved in    

August 2015.  

Kidsafe NSW is approaching the challenges of sustainability and relevance through the     

review of its Strategic Plan whilst still focusing on access and equity for geographically 

and socially isolated families to reduce death and serious injury to children. 

 

 

 

Julie Brown      David Howarth 

Chairperson     Kidsafe NSW Council Representative  

Kidsafe NSW Council    CAPFA 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORT 

'This year Kidsafe NSW has continued to focus on organisational sustainability and quality 

service provision. The latter assists in optimising opportunities to access funding and   

business initiatives. 

NSW Government funding has been substantial over the years - particularly from NSW 

Health and the Office of Sport and Recreation. This funding has supported strong delivery 

of services to the community as well as take a leadership role in establishing a committee 

to develop an Australian Standards for Indoor Trampoline Parks.  

Unfortunately funding from Transport for NSW continues to decline in supporting the Road 

Safety Program. This is despite the constant contact that Kidsafe NSW has with the    

community seeking information and advice on child safety on and around the roads.    

Kidsafe NSW would like to continue complementing the work of Transport for NSW, but 

this is proving to be problematic. Kidsafe NSW has very high level of expertise in child 

road safety and does not want to lose the  staff, knowledge, expertise and resources that 

have been developed over many years. Consequently, staff and Council members are   

actively seeking to sustain and expand service provision in the area. Conducting the         

accredited child restraint course is one way of doing this and the aim is to significantly   

increase delivery.  

Kidsafe NSW is working with Kidsafe WA to also conduct accredited courses in playground 

maintenance, design, safety and creative play, following a scoping exercise conducted by 

Kidsafe NSW. The aim of this project is to position Kidsafe as a leader in quality, nationally 

recognised  training.  

In order to justify our 'reach' and to validate the nature of our provision - quality data    

collection and retrieval is critical. Kidsafe WA, in conjunction with other Kidsafe offices, has 

developed a Client Management System which has proven an excellent tool for efficient, 

valid data collection across a range of programs. This program was developed as a direct 

result of funding from NRMA/IAG a part of the transitioning of support from IAG to Kidsafe 

after more than twelve years.  Their support has been extremely valuable and has        

provided Kidsafe with an important resources following the end of a great relationship.   

Another important improvement has been the use of social media and Kidsafe NSW has 

improved its capacity, reach and collaboration with Kidsafe nationally. Kidsafe Victoria has 

developed protocols to manage social media engagement and works well with Kidsafe 

NSW to coordinate campaigns and responses.  



Kidsafe NSW Annual Report 2015-2016                                                                          10 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORT 

Kidsafe Victoria and Kidsafe SA have taken lead roles in negotiating national contracts 

and campaigns. Kidsafe Queensland and ACT have focused on button batteries. These 

are important campaigns and Kidsafe NSW acknowledges the improved profile that     

results due to this activity. 

In terms of national contributions, Kidsafe NSW has focused on National Kidsafe Day, the 

National Playspace Awards and coordinating national representation on Australian   

Standards.    

Kidsafe NSW is also committed to providing opportunities, where possible and if funds 

allow, to staff to enhance their skills and that of the organisation. This year Kidsafe has 

funded accredited training for the three members of the Playground Advisory 

Unit, provided a traineeship for the Administration Assistant in Certificate III in Business 

Administration and purchased a course in designing infographics for a staff member with 

an interest in this area.  

I would like to commend the following report and the work in showcasing the activity of 

Kidsafe NSW by the staff and Council. It really is a team effort, based on very high levels 

of expertise in a range of areas. I would to take this opportunity to thank our accountant 

Mr Bill Hooker who works with all staff. He is extremely generous with his time and    

volunteers a significant amount of unpaid hours. I would particularly like to acknowledge 

the support  of our Chair, Dr Julie Brown, our Treasurer Ms Lynn Kraus and our CAPFA 

representative Mr David Howarth who have contributed very generously of their time, 

knowledge and skills.   

It has been a pleasure yet again to 'make a safer world for kids!' 

 

 

Christine Erskine 

Executive Officer 

Kidsafe NSW 
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Road Safety 

Transport for NSW provided funding to conduct sessions for Child and Family Health 

Nurses on Australian child restraint laws. Stage 3 of the project focused on health      

professionals working at Child and Family Health Centres in the Mid North Coast, Western 

and Illawarra Health Areas. 

 

In addition to participants receiving information on child restraints, health clinics were 

provided with up-to-date resources on a range of child safety issues including driveway 

safety,  button batteries, falls from windows and balconies, blind and cord safety, and 

quad bike safety. 

 

Sessions were conducted in Coffs Harbour, Kempsey, Nowra, Warrawong and Forbes with 

over 85 Child and Family Health Nurses attending these sessions. 

 

NRMA funding was available to continue the child restraint checking program. Checking 

days were held at Gosford, Bankstown and two were held in Penrith. 

 

The focus of National Kidsafe Day was child restraints and how they have reduced the 

number of deaths and serious injuries in road accidents. Research was undertaken on the 

history of child restraints in Australia culminating in a display of child restraints through 

the years at the RMS Crashlab. 

 

Child Restraint Display at RMS Crashlab for National Kidsafe Day 2015 
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Kidsafe NSW was part of a National Kidsafe campaign co-ordinated by Kidsafe Victoria to 

alert parents and children to the dangers of leaving children in hot cars. The campaign 

called ‘The Unconventional Oven’ featured celebrity chief Matt Moran cooking a lamb 

roast in a hot car in Bondi. 

The campaign generated a significant amount of coverage through both traditional and 

social media including: 

 A reach of 28 million plus people through Australian media (including a segment on 

The Project and The Today Show, as well as articles in The Age and Herald Sun). 

 A reach of 24 million plus through international media 

 A reach of over 5.5 million people through Kidsafe’s national Facebook page 

The Unconventional Oven campaign has won a number of awards including Pro Bono 

Campaign of the Year at Commscon Awards and the Innovation Award as part of the   

Australian Road Safety Awards. The clip can be viewed at:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Og-t_74sQ78 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kidsafe NSW participated in a social media campaign to highlight child road safety issues.  

This correlated with the Safe Kids Worldwide Spring 2016 Child Road Safety Campaign.  

The campaign conducted by Kidsafe NSW focused on child road safety education and 

awareness including vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian safety. The social media platform   

utilised was Kidsafe NSW Facebook page. The messages were customised from suggested 

posts from Safe Kids Worldwide to align with New South Wales (NSW) population and 

road safety issues. 

The campaign launched on 11 May 2016 in conjunction with the Anniversary of the     

Decade of Action for Road Safety. Regular social media posts highlighted various aspects 

of road safety such as getting to school safely, bicycle safety and promoting helmet use, 

walking safely to school.  

As a result of the campaign the Kidsafe NSW Facebook page had a total of 128 page   

visits, 153 people engaged and a total reach of 2462 people. 
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Playground Safety 

Playground Advisory Unit (PAU) resources are popular with a range of audiences.        

Electronic information sheets are available to download from the website. Brochures and 

postcard resources are available for parents, carers, educators, playground owners/

operators, and the playground industry at large. Resources are reviewed on an annual 

basis to ensure current and up-to-date information is provided.  

 

Kidsafe NSW continues to raise awareness and understanding of Australian Standards 

through resources, newsletters and workshops.   

 

The Playground Safety and Inspection workshop provides an introduction to Australian 

Standards, playground inspection and maintenance. Six workshops were held across NSW    

including: North-West Sydney (Hornsby), Murray (Mildura), Central West (Mudgee), New 

England (Tamworth and Armidale) and Illawarra (Wollongong). Seventy five participants 

attended representing designers, developers, operators, local government maintenance 

staff and state government asset managers.  

 

The Safe and Creative Play for Family Day Care presentation was conducted for two 

schemes for a total of 63 educators.  

 

A webinar titled One Path – benefits of a Labyrinth  was delivered with over 10 attendees.  

 

Moveable Play Equipment – A Guide for Playground Owners and Educators was published   

in September 2015. A popular resource for education and care services and schools, sales 

of this resource remain steady. Review of other publications commenced,  with the aim to 

finalise and publish late 2017.  

 

http://au.blurb.com/books/6388239-moveable-play-equipment
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Home Safety 

Community groups regularly contact Kidsafe NSW requesting visits to schools, education 

and care services (long daycare, pre-schools and family daycare),  community centres 

and mother's groups.  

As there are no dedicated funds to support a Home Safety Officer, resources are          

distributed as a priority to agencies and community groups that support vulnerable     

families.  

Safety presentations are conducted whenever possible, particularly in the following areas: 

Hunter, Central Coast, Wollongong, Western and South Western Sydney. In 2015 –16, 62 

safety presentations were conducted. Both higher education and vocational education 

providers seek resources and presentations for their students. The Kidsafe NSW     

presentations complement their studies ranging from Certificate III to Masters students in 

the field of Early Childhood  Education and Care. During the reporting year, over 1,000 

people attended a range of safety sessions across the state focusing on home, road and 

water safety. 

Safety information packs were distributed to parents and carers at community expos in 

Western Sydney, Central Coast and Lake Macquarie as well as the major Sydney event—

the Pregnancy, Babies and Children’s Expo which is held in May each year. This year    

Kidsafe also participated in the inaugural Pregnancy and Baby Expo focusing on the    

newborn and first 12 months. Kidsafe NSW was in contact with over 6,000 people at 

these events. 

Kidsafe NSW continues to promote the website to optimise access by the community to a 

diverse range of safety information.  Our website averaged 23,717 views per month with 

a total of 284,599.  There were an average of 9,222 users each month with a total of 

110,658 for the reporting year. 
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Kidsafe House provides parents, carers and educators with the opportunity to ‘drop’ and 

collect safety information directly as well as see how different safety options are set out 

in the   demonstration house. Many people dropped into Kidsafe House in addition to 

those who attended specialised safety presentations.  

Newsletters are produced and made available on our website to promote and update   

parents and carers on current injury topics with supporting information posted on our  

Facebook page. In addition important safety information is paralleled on our Facebook 

page. With a diverse client group we are continuing to explore ways in which important 

safety messages are delivered.  This has seen us gradually move away from the paper 

based brochures to easy to read infographics. 
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COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH 

Kidsafe NSW aims to collaborate with researchers to add value to the research process, 

and to ensure we maintain up to the minute knowledge on the latest evidence in childhood 

injury prevention.  

Kidsafe NSW endeavours to contribute to other research through membership of working 

groups. These include: 

 The Children's Hospital Working Groups on Swimming Pool and Portable Pool Safety 

and the Trauma Committee; 

 NSW Statewide Injury Services; 

 The University of Wollongong Home Safety Project in conjunction with the Illawarra 

Aboriginal Medical Services; 

 The George Institute's research into correct selection and use of child restraints. 

Kidsafe NSW values the opportunity to contribute to the significant research work           

undertaken by leaders in the field of child injury prevention.  

 

Pregnancy & Baby Expo—November 2015 
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PUBLIC POLICY ADVOCACY 

Kidsafe NSW has the national co-ordination role of Kidsafe representatives on Australian 

Standards committees. Kidsafe NSW manages this project on behalf of CAPFA (The Child 

Accident Prevention Foundation). Kidsafe nationally is represented on the following     

Australian Standards Committees: 

 

 Playground Equipment and Surfacing 

 Toy Safety 

 Trampolines 

 Prams and Strollers 

 Cots for Household Use 

 Children’s Nightwear 

 Amusement Park Rides and Devices 

 Child restraints in motor vehicles 

 Indoor Trampoline Parks 

 

Kidsafe NSW is recognised as a major advocate for child safety and injury prevention.  

This is evidenced through: 

 

 membership of peak bodies including the Australian Injury Prevention Network 

(AIPN) and Australian College of Road Safety; 

 contributions to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC)   

discussion papers; 

 collaboration with NSW Fair Trading to promote safety issues ie jelly cups; 

 collaboration with NSW Health to prevent falls from windows through resources            

development and distribution including 'safety' rulers and review of the 'Safer 

Homes for Children Design and Construction Guidelines’;  and 

 participation in the National Road Safety Forum convened by Transport for NSW. 

 

Such memberships facilitate Kidsafe NSW's contribution to advocating for injury prevention 

and safe communities. 

 

Kidsafe NSW optimises its advocacy role by presenting to medical students, vocational  

education and care students, school students, parent groups and support agencies. The 

aim of such presentations is to inform communities and to empower participants to pass 

on consistent safety messages to their clients, families and peer groups.  
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STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS 

NRMA IAG Insurance has partnered with Kidsafe NSW over a number of years to promote a 

number of road safety initiatives including promotion of best practice for  selection and    

fitting child restraints, and driveway safety. This partnership has provided Kidsafe with the 

opportunity to conduct child restraint checking days in regional and metropolitan NSW. The 

last of these restraint checking days under the partnership agreement were completed   

during the year. Kidsafe NSW would like to thank NRMA IAG Insurance for this very       

successful partnership over recent years which has helped to educate parents on child    

restraint and driveway safety in innovative and engaging ways. 

NRMA Motoring and Services again assisted Kidsafe NSW in promoting key safety         

messages around farm safety, water safety and wheeled toy safety through the production 

of printed materials. Brochures and signs were also distributed to early education care   

services, families and carers about the dangers of leaving children unattended in cars.  

Kidsafe NSW regularly collaborates with other organisations which promote child injury  

prevention messages. During 2015-2016 Kidsafe continued its association with the Samuel 

Morris Foundation to promote pool safety messages and the Georgina Josephine         

Foundation which promotes safety around driveways to minimise the risk of low speed run 

overs. 

Feedback remains very positive as Kidsafe actively demonstrates the value of developing 

safe, creative, challenging play opportunities in community settings. Collaborations         

continue to develop with:  

· Early Childhood Australia 

· Australian Child Care Alliance (NSW) 

· Community Child Care Cooperative NSW 

 Play Australia 

 Nature Play 

Two conference and seminar presentations were undertaken during the year. On behalf of 

Kidsafe Australia, the NSW office in collaboration with Standards Australia, hosted a forum 

with industry stakeholders to discuss issues and injuries in relation to indoor trampoline 

parks. As a result, Kidsafe proposed development of an Australian Standard. Kidsafe NSW 

is participating in the development of an Australian Standard through committee          

membership of SR - 051 Trampoline Park Facilities. Representation continues on other 

committees AS 4989:2015 Trampolines for domestic use - Safety aspects, AS 3533.4.5 

Amusement rides and devices - Specific requirements - Waterborne inflatables and AS 8124 

Toy Safety. 
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ORGANISATIONAL SUSTAINABILITY 

Playground Advisory Unit (PAU) Services 

The business arm of the PAU includes comprehensive playground inspections,            

consultations, review of plans, workshops and presentations. During 2015-2016: 

 six workshops conducted across NSW on playground safety, inspection and      

maintenance 

 two presentations delivered to Family Day Care educators on safe and creative      

backyards attended by over 60 participants 

 one webinar on labyrinths in playspaces with over 10 participants 

 138  comprehensive playground inspections conducted across NSW 

  70 in Sydney metropolitan area 

  68 in regional NSW 

 twenty two comprehensive playground inspections conducted in ACT (playground 

advisory service not provided by Kidsafe ACT). 

 four schools and three educational care services received a subsidy for design      

information as part of the comprehensive inspection service 

 nine reviews of plans were completed. These services assist groups with playground 

safety and design prior to the construction of the playspace 

In addition, the checklist and report format for comprehensive playground inspection is 

under development as part of an electronic centralised management system (CMS). This 

will improve overall efficiency and service delivery. Implementation date anticipated in 

January 2017. 

 160 comprehensive playground inspections 

64% increase from 2014-2015 

 9 reviews of plans completed 

 75 participants attended workshops 
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ORGANISATIONAL SUSTAINABILITY 

Road Safety 

Kidsafe NSW conducted the accredited course WAORS1001A Provide information and     
advice on correct child car restraint use. The course provides information on legislation,   
correct selection and usage, accessories as well as a practical component where            
participants are assessed in correctly fitting a range of child restraints.  
 
Kidsafe NSW provided a number of training sessions for organisations that work with    
vulnerable families. 
 

Quality Improvement 
 
Kidsafe NSW continues to focus on continuous improvement, working methodically through 

a work plan on areas for improvement identified in the 2015 review. The process involves a 

whole-of-organisation continuous improvement approach by council members,            

management and staff. Kidsafe is committed to the continuous quality improvement      

approach and aims to build organisational capacity. As part of this process during the     

reporting year we engaged with our clients on social media and created a Facebook page 

for Kidsafe NSW.  This provides us with a cost effective and efficient way to deliver our 

safety messages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A key focus for this reporting year has also been the implementation of the Client         

Management System. This system has been developed through collaboration with all    

Kidsafe offices and now offers a more streamlined and consistent approach to collecting 

information on our clients. The system allows for opportunities to grow our business and 

these will be gradually be taken on board. 
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MEDIA ACTIVITY 

DATE MEDIA 
 

 TOPIC 

16/07/15 Channel 7 Kids unattended in hot cars 

29/07/15 Radio Interview 2SER Pedestrian safety 

01/09/15 Kinderling Radio Bike safety 

14/09/15 Numerous Water safety 

18/09/15 Channel 7 School holiday safety 

23/10/15 Channel 7 Household poisons 

23/10/15 Channel 7 Poisons  

12/11/15 News.com.au Trolley safety in supermarkets 

04/12/15 Radio Interview Water safety 

07/12/15 Channel 9 Ethanol fuelled remote controlled cars 

07/12/15 2UE  Toy safety—Ethanol fuelled remote controlled cars 

08/12/15 2SM News  Balcony safety 

22/12/15 Wave FM- Wollongong Unconventional Oven Campaign 

11/01/16 Channel 7 Melbourne   Indoor trampoline parks 

11/01/16 2SM 
  

General Pool safety 

11/01/16 ABC TV, ABC Radio Sydney; 
ABC News 24 
  

Pool drowning/near drowning incidents 

13/01/16 ABC Radio - Adelaide SA Portable Pool Interview  

23/01/16 Channel 7  Stroller safety in response to an incident 

02/02/16 Researcher on smoking        
reduction 

E-cigarettes 

02/02/16 Channel 7 Treadmill & Hair Straightener Burns 

04/02/16 Essential Baby 
  

Babocush 

25/02/16 Channel 7 Sunrise General home safety 

11/03/16 Kidspot IKEA Blinds 
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MEDIA ACTIVITY 

 

DATE MEDIA  TOPIC 

11/03/16 ABC Western Plains  Radio  
Interview 

General safety issues 

24/03/16 Sunday Telegraph Comment on poisons report 

26/04/16 Daily Mail General safety in and around the home 

31/05/16 702 Drive Comment on Poisons research and discussion on a 
range of household poisons 

21/06/16 Interview Kidspot Range of general home safety topics covering burns, 
falls, drowning, button batteries, cords and poisons 
 



Kidsafe NSW Annual Report 2015-2016                                                                          23 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Kidsafe NSW is a charitable, not-for-profit organisation and funding is provided through      

sponsorships, grants and donations.  We would like to thank the following organisations 

for their generous support of Kidsafe NSW during 2015-2016: 

  NSW Ministry of Health 

  Office of Communities: Sport and Recreation 

  NSW Department of Education and Communities 

  Transport for NSW 

  IAG Insurance 

  NRMA Motoring and Services 

  The Children’s Hospital, Westmead 

  Sydney Children’s Hospital, Randwick 

  Ernst & Young 

  The Leycester Meares Bequest 

 Lorrie Fay Memorial Trust 

  Samuel Morris Foundation 

  Georgina Josephine Foundation 

  Lend Lease 

  Vintage FM 

  Campbell Consulting 

  Cancer Institute 

  Herbert Smith Freehills 

 



Kidsafe NSW Annual Report 2015-2016                                                                          24 

 

KIDSAFE NSW COUNCIL 

Chair 

Dr Julie Brown 

Senior Research Fellow, Neuroscience Research Australia 

NHMRC Career Development Fellow 

Conjoint Senior Lecturer, School of Medicine UNSW  

 

Deputy Chairperson 

Dr Nicholas Cheng MB BS BSc(MED) DCH FRACP  

Staff Specialist Paediatric Emergency Medicine  

The Children‘s Hospital Westmead  

 

 

Treasurer 

Ms Lynn Kraus US CPA  

Sydney Office Managing Partner  

Member of Australian Institute Chartered Accountants  

Ernst & Young  

__________________________________________ 

Members 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ms Kristy Abbott 

MHealthSc, BA (Psych) 

Consultant 

 

 

Mr David Howarth 

Assistant Director, Australian Competition and Consumer 

  Commission NSW 

Adjunct Lecturer, University of Sydney Law School 



Kidsafe NSW Annual Report 2015-2016                                                                          25 
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MEETING PARTICIPATION  

 5 Aug 2015 30 Sept 2015 9 Dec 2015  

AGM 

3 Feb 2016 6 April 2016 1 June 2016 

Julie Brown       

Nicholas Cheng       

Lynn Kraus       

Kristy Abbott       

David Wilson       

Susan Adams       

Nick Pigott       

Kathleen Clapham       

Rebecca Ivers      Resigned May 

2016 

David Howarth       

Christopher Zinn       

Sarah Adams       

May Ann Bravo-Civil     Resigned April 

2016 

 

Elizabeth Cotterell   Resigned Nov 
2015 

   

Key 

Attendance 

Apology 

Non attendance 

Non member 
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Administration Assistant Project Officer, Road Safety Volunteer 
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BEQUESTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

Lorrie Fay Memorial Kidsafe NSW Scholarship 

The Lorrie Fay Memorial Scholarship was established by the  

family of Lorrie Fay in recognition of her lengthy and devoted 

service to Kidsafe. Their aim is to continue her dream of a safe, 

caring and healthy environment for children. The bequest fund is 

managed through the University of NSW (UNSW) and provides a 

Scholarship to UNSW medical students undertaking Honours  

Program or an  Independent Learning Project (ILP). 

    

The first scholarship was awarded in 2011 to Jodie Wheatley who examined the risk     

factors  associated with serious injury following a motor vehicle accident in children aged 

<3 years, over a 10-year period. The study identified the associations of restraint status, 

seating position, urbanisation, impact direction, estimated vehicle speed and occupant 

ejection, with injury severity, based on the hypothesis that these risk factors will affect the 

severity of injuries sustained by young children. 
 

In 2012 a scholarship was awarded to Jasmine Rosewarne. The goal of this research was 

to assess the feasibility of conducting an in-depth case control study of falls among      

children from windows and balconies to test the hypothesis that there are environmental 

and family/child differences among families and dwellings where children fall from     

building and where they do not.  
 

During 2015, Amanda Zhou was successful. Her study is a retrospective study to          

determine the incidence and epidemiology of serious fall-related paediatric injuries in    

Australia during 2002-2012, with a particular focus on falls from buildings. The project 

aimed to determine the number and incidence of falls involving children at a national level, 

the characteristics and sub mechanisms of these falls and the severity of injury sustained. 
 

In 2016 an application was received from Evangeline Woodford which was approved.  

Evangeline completed an Independent Learning Project with the University of New South 

Wales to increase the evidence-base of car seat recommendations.  

The main focus of the project was on the harness cross-chest clip on child restraints, 

which are essentially not used in Australia in response to concerns that it might inflict neck 

injuries during a crash. No large-scale research has previously been conducted to quantify 

the impact and role of chest-clip use during a crash, so current Australian best-practice 

recommendations hinge on expert advice.  
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BEQUESTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

Leycester Meares Bequest 

By A Deed of Trust dated 7th July 1995 the Child Accident Prevention      

Foundation (the Foundation) created a perpetual trust known as The        

Leycester Meares Bequest (the Bequest). The Bequest was established 

to acknowledge the contributions made by The Honourable Mr Justice          

Leycester Meares (1909-1994) in establishing the Child Accident     

Prevention Foundation of Australia (CAPFA) in 1979. 

Funding is provided to the Child Accident Prevention Foundation by 

the Trust to assist in promoting National Kidsafe Day which is held   

annually.  

The support of the Leycester Meares Trustees has assisted in increasing the profile of      

Kidsafe, and maintaining a national Kidsafe website. 

In 2015-2016 the Bequest provided funds to promote National Kidsafe Day which is held in 

October each year. National Kidsafe Day falls in National Children’s Week which celebrates 

the right of children to enjoy childhood. Kidsafe uses National Kidsafe Day to raise the     

profile of both Kidsafe as an organisation and child injury prevention. National Kidsafe Day 

was held on Tuesday 27th  October 2015.  

The theme for National Kidsafe Day focused on the evolution of child car restraints over the 

past 40 years which has resulted in a significant reduction in children, particularly those   

under 5years, from dying or being seriously injured in car crashes. Our theme was Keeping 

Kids Safe in Cars for 40 years! 

The Australian Standard for child car restraints AS1754 was released in 1975 and designed 

to eliminate shortcomings in safety and to incorporate best practice in design. Australia led 

the way! 

 

Part of exhibition for National Kidsafe Day 2015 

Dr Julie Brown and Michael Henderson 



Kidsafe NSW Annual Report 2015-2016                                                                          31 

 

National Kidsafe Day 2015 

 


