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The last twelve months have seen positive and productive activity for Kidsafe NSW at           
increasing and unprecedented levels. This has been achieved despite significant challenges 
faced by the Council and the staff of our organisation. 
 

It has in fact been a very satisfying year with all the staff of Kidsafe NSW working above and 
beyond what is asked of them. Each unit has performed well in the day-to-day business of 
Kidsafe NSW.  Major activities keeping our units busy include: 
 Our nationally recognised courses in child car seat fitting and conducting inspections of 

park facilities 
 Playground inspections 
 Numerous off-site presentations by all units 
 Engagement with the media, with very significant numbers of enquiries throughout the 

year 
 Increasing engagement with social media 
 Engagement with the general public 
 Stakeholder meetings 
 

All our interactions and activities are now systematically recorded through a client             
management system. This has documented the excellent work of our staff this year in their 
mission to improve child safety and has been a means of confirming that this work is of the 
highest quality. 
 

The Council of Kidsafe NSW has been similarly engaged in very substantive activity this year. 
The major component of this work has been the development of a new Strategic Plan for 
2017 – 2020. This has involved the formation of four Key Performance Areas (KPA) as the    
basis for all Kidsafe NSW activity. These areas are: 
 Empowerment - Engage with communities across NSW to advocate for child injury    

prevention, recognising the importance of cultural and regional diversity. 
 Partnership - Create and maintain strong collaborations and partnerships with           

researchers, corporate, government and non-government organisations that are active 
in child injury prevention. 

 Policy - Formulate public policy on important child safety measures in order to focus 
attention and advocate for child injury prevention. 

 Sustainability - Create a sustainable business model to guarantee that Kidsafe NSW will 
have an impact on reducing and preventing unintentional injury to children. 

 

This Annual Report records activity against the new 2017-2020 KPAs in order to demonstrate  
activity and progress by Kidsafe NSW. It is anticipated these KPAs will provide a clear focus for 
the staff and Council  of Kidsafe NSW for the next four years. 
 

Allocation of Council Membership to focus on one or more KPA subcommittees will to allow 
Council members to more fully apply their expertise in a suitable key performance area. The 

operationalisation of the Strategic Plan by the Kidsafe staff will similarly be a guiding      
consideration for their work. 

Chairperson Report 
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The development of the Strategic Plan also highlighted key skill sets and expertise on which 
to focus recruitment for the NSW Council. With this in mind we welcomed new Council   
Members Dr Kate Hunter and Dr Emma Webster in April this year. I am very thankful that 
they have  accepted our invitation to join the Council, lending their expertise to the mission of 
Kidsafe NSW. 
 

As with any team, there are a number of outstanding individuals who particularly deserve our 
thanks and appreciation. Undoubtedly, the key member of our organisation is our Executive 
Officer, Christine Erskine. I would like to extend my greatest thanks to her for her endeavours 
as it is largely through her clear vision and outstanding effort that Kidsafe NSW is in a strong 
position today.  
 

I would also like to take this opportunity to especially thank Lynn Kraus, who has been our 
diligent Council Treasurer. Her astute guidance has certainly provided the Council with a clear 
insight into the financial issues which Kidsafe NSW faces. In addition, together with her      
colleague Paul Peter, both from Ernst and Young, valuable guidance was provided to the NSW 
Council, regarding corporate partnerships and revenue opportunities. 
 

Further, my great thanks go to David Howarth, who has continued his leadership role as the 
NSW representative on the Kidsafe Australia Council. He has committed many hours to       
coordinating work at the national level on a revised Constitution and Licence Agreement.  
 

Thanks are also especially due to Julie Brown, who was Chair for the three years preceding. 
During this period she showed great leadership at both the NSW state level and the national 
level, through her work on governance and the development of organisational maturity. She 
continues to be a stalwart member of the Kidsafe NSW Council and her corporate knowledge 
is invaluable for me personally and for Kidsafe NSW as a whole. 
 

To the staff of Kidsafe NSW go my deep thanks in their service to the organisation. As noted 
above, their diligent work has made Kidsafe NSW successful in so many areas. 
 

Finally, my great thanks go to the NSW Council members for freely contributing their time 
and valuable knowledge as child safety experts and community advocates. Kidsafe NSW is 
very fortunate indeed to have such strong and committed leadership. I look forward to the 
continuing work of the Council and Kidsafe NSW staff in the year to come. 
 
 
 
 
Dr Nicholas Cheng 
Chairperson   
Kidsafe NSW 

  

 

Chairperson Report 
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Kidsafe NSW continues to support a diverse range of stakeholders including community 
groups, family support agencies, schools, early childhood service providers, and both   
vocational and tertiary education providers. Over 4,000 people took part in child safety 
sessions, visited Kidsafe House or participated in education and training. This is despite 
Kidsafe House closing for approximately four months due to hospital construction works.  
Furthermore, over 150 contracts for playground inspections and design advice occurred, 
many including large numbers of playgrounds across most local government areas in 
NSW. The organisation has continued to expand its reach through improved social media 
channels, website information and bi-monthly distribution of electronic newsletters.  
 

Kidsafe NSW is formally recognised, until April 2018, as a quality provider through          
accreditation against the Health and Community Services Standards. A review of            
accreditation is scheduled to commence in October 2017 and it is expected to be           
renewed in early 2018.  Accreditation means that Kidsafe NSW has independently 
demonstrated that it focuses on delivering quality services to a diverse range of             
stakeholders and, continually improving access to the wealth of Kidsafe injury prevention 
information and campaigns.  
 

This is achieved through collaboration with Kidsafe experts across Australia and the     
dedication of the NSW Council and staff.   
 

Kidsafe NSW continues to receive significant funding from the NSW Government to      
support home, community, road and playground safety. The NSW Council and Kidsafe 
NSW staff are aware of the necessity to broaden the organisation’s financial base to en-
sure sustainability and are considering initiatives to engage with new partners. 
 

This year Kidsafe NSW has focused on delivering nationally recognised training in child car 
seat safety and playground inspections. These courses are delivered under the umbrella 
of Kidsafe WA, a Registered Training Organisation (RTO). Kidsafe NSW is extremely     
grateful for the leadership, quality support and resources developed by Kidsafe WA, in 
order to provide training that educates the community, promotes passenger safety, and 
ensures that play opportunities for children are safe and creative.    
 

Kidsafe NSW contributed significantly to the national profile, by coordinating 2016 Na-
tional Kidsafe Day (NKD) which featured the partnership with 20th Century Fox and the 
Ice Age Movie Franchise, and the National Playspace Design Awards. Locally, NKD activi-
ties were supported by 20th Century Fox, City of Sydney Bike Park, and Lend Lease at Jor-
dan Springs and Calderwood Valley.     
 

 

CAPFA Director Report 
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CAPFA Director Report 

Kidsafe NSW continues to work with CAPFA on reviewing licencing and governance reform 
to improve the organisational health of Kidsafe Australia. Also on behalf of CAPFA, Kidsafe 
NSW coordinates national representation of Kidsafe experts on Standards Australia       
Committees including backyard swimming pools, nursery furniture, child car restraints,    
domestic trampolines, amusement rides, toys as well as taking a leading role in a project to 
develop the standards for Indoor Trampoline Parks.  
 

 
David Howarth  

Kidsafe NSW Council Representative  

CAPFA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     

 

 

Jordan Springs Movie Evening featuring Ice Age: Collision 

Course 

2016 National Playspace Design Award Winner – Sydney Bike Park Track, City of Sydney, NSW 

NSW Kidsafe Team with Kidsafe Ambassador, Brendan 
Cannon, Scrat & Sid from Ice Age & 20th Century Fox 



 

Kidsafe NSW Annual Report 2016-2017                                                              8 



 

Kidsafe NSW Annual Report 2016-2017                                                              9 

 

Kidsafe NSW Organisation Chart 

 

 

   

Kidsafe NSW CouncilKidsafe NSW CouncilKidsafe NSW Council   

Executive OfficerExecutive OfficerExecutive Officer  

Playground Advisory UnitPlayground Advisory UnitPlayground Advisory Unit   

Road Safety UnitRoad Safety UnitRoad Safety Unit   

Home & Community Safety UnitHome & Community Safety UnitHome & Community Safety Unit   

AdministrationAdministrationAdministration   
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Activity for 2016-2017 

 Seven editions of Kidsafe News were produced and distributed electronically         
covering a range of areas including boating safety, home safety, farm safety and 
road safety. The newsletters are available on the website and the digital format     
allows Kidsafe NSW to engage with our stakeholders more frequently on current   
injury topics and to highlight new injury trends as they emerge. 

 

 Four editions of Playground News were produced and issued covering a range of 
topics relating to playground equipment and updates to the Australian standards. 
Winners of the 2016 National Playspace Design Awards announced as part of         
National Kidsafe Day celebrations, were also highlighted in the newsletters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Kidsafe NSW continues to promote the website to optimise access for the            
community to a diverse range of child safety information. The website is continually 
reviewed and updated  to ensure information for our clients is relevant and timely. 
Our website averaged 19,395 views per month with a total of 232,740. There were 
an average of 7,910 users per month with a total of 94,920 for the reporting year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Performance Area 1: Empowerment 

 

Engage with communities across NSW to advocate for child injury prevention,               
recognising the importance of cultural and regional diversity 
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Activity for 2016-2017 

 This year Kidsafe NSW developed a social media strategy to make our Facebook con-
tent more robust. The social media calendar includes targetted safety days,    safety 
weeks and current injury prevention information. This approach has seen an in-
crease in our reach on Facebook. 

 Funding from Transport for NSW has allowed Kidsafe to extend its education         
program on child restraints for Child and Family Health Nurses. As part of the Stage 4 
Project the sessions were incorporated into the regular training program for the 
Child and Family Health Nurses which were generally held on a quarterly basis. Stage 
4 sessions were conducted in the Central Coast, Western Sydney, Nepean Blue     
Mountains and South Western Sydney Local Area Health Districts. Over 230 nurses 
attended these information sessions. Since its commencement in 2012 this program 
has resulted in almost 500 Child and Family Health Nurses being educated on the 
laws and common issues around child restraints. The aim of the project is to provide 
the Child and Family Health Nurses with up-to-date information so they can advise 
their clients on where to access relevant and appropriate information. 

 Kidsafe NSW has continued its focus to empower the more vulnerable members of 
the community through education and information programs on child injury          
prevention. Off-site presentations were conducted to a wide range of community 
organisations in the Hunter, Central Coast, Illawarra, South Western and Western 
Sydney areas. During the reporting year, over 1,500 people attended a range of   
safety presentations across the state focusing on home, road and water safety. 

 We have continued our presence at both metropolitan and regional safety days such 
as the You’re Kidding Me Expo at Lake Macquarie, Health Maintenance Community 
Expo and the major Sydney event, the Pregnancy, Baby and Children’s Expo to        
ensure that child injury prevention messages reach a broad audience. Kidsafe NSW 
was in contact with over 5,000 people at these events. 

 

Key Performance Area 1: Empowerment 
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Activity for 2016-2017 

 Kidsafe House provides parents, carers and educators with the opportunity to ‘drop 
in’ and collect safety information directly as well as see how different safety options 
are set out in the demonstration house. Many people dropped into Kidsafe House in 
addition to those who attended specialised safety presentations. Information sheets 
on a range of injury topics are available throughout Kidsafe House and for download 
from our website. Access to Kidsafe House was not available from October to        
January due to building work at The Children’s Hospital during which time the       
Kidsafe office was temporarily relocated to another building.                                                     

 Both higher education and vocational education providers seek resources and 
presentations for their students. The Kidsafe NSW presentations complement their 
studies ranging from Certificate III to Masters students in the fields of Early Child-
hood  Education and Care, and Public Health.  

 Playground Advisory Unit (PAU) resources are popular with a range of audiences. 
Electronic information sheets are available to download from the website. Brochures 
and postcard resources are available for parents, carers, educators, playground   
owners/operators, and the playground industry at large. Resources are reviewed 
regularly to ensure all information incorporates the latest Australian Standards     
information. Kidsafe NSW continues to raise awareness and understanding of       
Australian Standards through resources, newsletters and workshops.   

 Kidsafe NSW provides an advisory service for home, road and playground enquiries 
which are collated on our Client Management System (CMS). The chart below shows 
the breakdown of enquiries by unit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Performance Area 1: Empowerment 
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National Kidsafe Day 2016 

Kidsafe NSW coordinated 2016 National Kidsafe Day, on behalf of Kidsafe Australia and in 
conjunction with our State and Territory Kidsafe colleagues. It included an amazing        
partnership with 20th Century Fox. 

SCRAT and the HERD from ICE AGE  
Kidsafe welcomed the opportunity to partner with 20th Century Fox and Scrat from Ice 
Age Collision Course. The Ice Age movie franchise is very well known and popular among 
young children and their families. Scrat and the Herd are known for their high energy     
adventures and smart decisions. This aligned well with road safety messages, in a fun and 
engaging manner, and highlighted Scrat’s ‘Safe Cross Code’ of Stop, Look, Listen and Think. 
  
Campaign Theme and Messaging 
One Small Step in Learning, One Giant Leap for Road Safety  
 

Message 1 – Safe Cross Code – Stop, Look, Listen & Think!  
Message 2 – Wear a helmet – Use your head, don’t lose it!  
Message 3 – Seatbelt safety - Buckle up! It’s going be a bumpy ride  

 

With generous support from 20th Century Fox a short, one minute YouTube clip was            
produced. This video featured Ice Age Collision Course animation with Brendan Cannon, 
Kidsafe Ambassador and ex-Wallaby, to promote the Safe Cross Code. It was launched on 
National Kidsafe Day 25 October 2016 was made available to media and continues to be 
available on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=94fZP1gljMw 

 

 

 

 

Key Performance Area 1: Empowerment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=94fZP1gljMw
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2016 National Kidsafe Day  

In addition, Kidsafe also celebrated the value of play and recognised amazing playgrounds 
across Australia by issuing the 2016 National Playspace Design Awards.  

According to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child Article 31…A Child’s 
Right to Play… “I am learning through play for I will make a difference one day.” 

The Awards aim to firstly, promote inspirational and innovative best practice play facilities 
and encourage healthy participation in recreational activities for all children around       
Australia. And secondly, to collect and distribute innovative ideas, methods and               
information to share with other playground providers and as well as promote continuous 
improvement in the design and provision for children’s play environments. 
 
All the winning entries for the Awards can be viewed at:  
http://www.kidsafensw.org/2016-kidsafe-national-playspace-design-awards/ 

 

 

 

 

Key Performance Area 1: Empowerment 

Winner of the Leycester Meares Memorial Award—The Happy Garden 

by Outhouse Design at the Sydney Children’s Hospital Randwick 

http://www.kidsafensw.org/2016-kidsafe-national-playspace-design-awards/
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Activity for 2016-2017 

 Kidsafe NSW is recognised as a major advocate for child safety and injury prevention.  
This is evidenced through: 

-   membership of peak bodies including the Australian Injury Prevention Network   
(AIPN) and Australian College of Road Safety; 

-   contributions to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) 
discussion papers; 

-     collaboration with NSW Fair Trading and NSW Health to promote safety issues; 

-     participation in the National Road Safety Forum convened by Transport for NSW. 

 Kidsafe NSW works with Kidsafe Australia on reviewing national governance reform 
to improve the organisational health of the organisation.  

 Kidsafe NSW took a leadership role in establishing an Australian Standards           
Committee to develop a Standard for Indoor Trampoline Parks and is a member of 
the Sydney Children’s Hospital Network team investigating injury of children using 
these parks.  

 Kidsafe NSW has continued its partnership with NRMA Motoring & Services where 
resources have been provided on keeping kids safe in cars particularly in relation to 
leaving children unattended. These resources are in high demand from early child 
care centres concerned about children being left in vehicles during drop-offs. 

 Kidsafe NSW has been a member of the Steering Committee for the George             
Institute’s Buckle Up Safely project and has also conducted child car seat training for 
participants as part of the Project. 

 In partnership with Kidsafe SA and VIP Home Services, infographics magnets were 
produced focusing on poisoning in and around the home and safe gardening with 
children.   

 The Child Restraint Evaluation Program continues to provide up to date information 
and ratings for parents and carers on the child restraints that are available in the 
marketplace and transporting children safely. Kidsafe Australia is represented on this 
committee by a Kidsafe NSW representative. 

 Kidsafe NSW is continuing its collaboration with Department of Education and     
Communities Asset Management Unit to develop Playing Safe Guidelines. 

Key Performance Area 2: Partnership 

 

Create and maintain strong collaborations and partnerships with researchers,              
corporate, government and non-government organisations that are active in child    
injury prevention 
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Activity for 2016-2017 

 The Playground Advisory Unit continues to maintain relationships with like-minded 
organisations and demonstrates leadership in terms of play related research. Some 
of these organisations include: 

- Parks and Leisure Australia 

- Touched by Olivia Foundation 

- George Gregan Foundation 

- Standards Australia 

- Australian Child Care Alliance NSW 

- Community Child Care Cooperative 

- Early Childhood Australia 

- ACECQA 

- Family Day Care Association 

- Network OOSH 

- Playgroups Australia 

- Parents and Friends Association 

- Local Government Association 

- AILA 

- Play Australia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Key Performance Area 2: Partnership 
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Activity for 2016-2017 

 A 10-year review* of injury-related hospitalisations of children in Australia was       
published in June 2017. Kidsafe Australia has endorsed a position statement on       
reducing the incidence and impact of childhood injury in Australia. The statement   
details the need for:  

 - urgent, coordinated, multi-sectoral national response;              
 - improved and sustainable injury related data;  
 - evidence-based injury prevention strategies; and  
 - focused efforts specific to vulnerable groups and road trauma.   

This report and position statement will guide Kidsafe NSW’s strategic directions for      
2017-18.   

 Injuries are still the leading cause of death for children over the age of one, in           
Australia. This cost has been estimated at $212 million per year. In NSW around 60 
children die each year from unintentional injury and an additional 20,000 are            
hospitalised. In response to this the Child Safety Good Practice Guide was developed. 
This Guide was funded by NSW Health and developed by a team of child safety and 
health experts from Sydney Children’s Hospital Network, NeuRA and Kidsafe NSW. The 
Guide aims to reduce the number of unintentional deaths and injuries by   providing a 
summary of research and good practice strategies for each of the leading causes of 
injury to children in NSW. The Guide was launched in July 2017. 

 On behalf of Kidsafe Australia, Kidsafe NSW coordinates national representation of 
Kidsafe experts on Standards Australia Committees. Kidsafe is represented  on the  
following Australian Standards Committees: 

 - Playground Equipment and Surfacing 
 - Toy Safety 
 - Trampolines 
 - Prams and Strollers 
 - Cots for Household Use 
 - Children’s Nightwear 
 - Amusement Park Rides and Devices 
 - Child restraints in motor vehicles 
 - Indoor Trampoline Parks 

*Mitchell R, Curtis K, Foster K. A 10-year review of the characteristics and health outcomes of injury-related hospitalisations of children in Austral-
ia. Day of Difference Foundation. University of Sydney. 5th May 2017. 

Key Performance Area 3:  Policy 

 

Formulate public policy on important child safety measures in order to focus attention 
and advocate for child injury prevention 
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Activity for 2016-2017 

 Collaboration with key agencies such as NSW Fair Trading and the Australian        
Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) to promote child safety issues such 
as position statements on neck flotation devices and baby spas. 

 Preventing Unintentional Injury to Aboriginal Children and Young People in NSW: 
Guidelines for Policy and Practice—This project, under the leadership of Dr Kathleen 
Clapham, Professor (Indigenous Health) Centre for Health Services Development, 
AHSRI, University of Wollongong, addresses the issue of high rates of hospitalisation 
and deaths amongst Aboriginal children and aims to strengthen community capacity, 
investments, services, research, and create more awareness of children at-risk of  
injury. The research involves the development of guidelines for the prevention of 
injury to Aboriginal children and young people in NSW. It will explore the knowledge, 
attitudes and perceptions of risk of injury to Aboriginal children from the                 
perspectives of Aboriginal people. 

 The project seeks to inform policy by highlighting areas of prevention where most 
benefit can occur and to inform and guide injury prevention practice within           
community settings. Therefore it adopts a “best buys” approach to identify programs 
with the most promise to address the burden of injury among Aboriginal               
communities. The research is also intended to inform future research directions and 
studies including how to work with Aboriginal children and  families when developing 
programs for unintentional injury prevention and the most appropriate methods for 
their evaluation. Furthermore, the project will also raise awareness within the       
community by informing a social marketing campaign around injury prevention. 

 Kidsafe NSW is also involved in the development of national position statements on 
key injury topics on behalf of Kidsafe Australia. 

 

 

 

 
 

Key Performance Area 3:  Policy 
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Activity for 2016-2017 

 Kidsafe NSW is approaching the challenges of sustainability and relevance through 
the review of its Strategic Plan whilst still focusing on access and equity for              
geographically and socially isolated families to reduce death and serious injury to 
children. 

 Kidsafe NSW, under Kidsafe WA as the Registered Training Organisation (RTO),      
continued to conduct the accredited course RSCICR301A Provide information and  
advice on correct child car restraint use. The course provides information on the legal 
requirements, correct selection and usage, child restraint accessories in addition to a 
practical component where participants are assessed in correctly fitting a range of 
child restraints. During the reporting year, five courses were conducted mainly      
targeting those organisations that work with vulnerable families and are required to 
transport children on a regular basis. Three courses were conducted in the             
metropolitan area and one each in the Hunter and Illawarra regions. In total 31     
participants completed this training during the reporting period. 

 In addition to the accredited training, road safety sessions focusing on child             
restraints have also been delivered to a range of organisations including a Federal 
Government agency, businesses, family day care centres and community                  
organisations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As a means of extending our revenue sources, Kidsafe NSW is also offering              
accredited training in playground inspections, design and best practice play options, 
under the guidance of Kidsafe WA as the Registered Training Organisation. Two 
courses are offered by the NSW Playground Advisory Unit: AHCPGD206 Conduct     
visual  inspection of park facilities and AHCPGD305 Conduct operational inspection of 
park facilities. The first of these courses was conducted in Griffith, December 2016. A 
total of 20 participants completed the accredited training. 

Key Performance Area 4: Sustainability 

 

Create a sustainable business model to guarantee that Kidsafe NSW will have an impact on    
reducing and preventing unintentional injury to children 

Demonstration of child restraints at Kidsafe House 
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Activity for 2016-2017 

 Specialised inspection and training services relating to safe, creative playground     
design and maintenance are also a strong, successful component of the business arm 
of the organisation. During the reporting year, the Playground Advisory Unit          
completed 141 Comprehensive Playground Inspections, 14 Reviews of Plans and 5 
Design Consultations. A number of other training sessions were conducted as      
workshops or webinars including: Playground Safety and Inspections; Safe and        
Creative Backyards for Family Day Care; Grow me Safely—Safe Gardening with     
Children; and Labyrinths in Playspaces. Further webinars are being developed in 
2017-2018. 

 Kidsafe NSW has an additional revenue stream through a range of resources and 
products which are available for purchase by our clients. 

 Organisational resources have also been dedicated to sourcing funds through a wider 
range of sources including grants, sales and sponsorships. This has resulted in a  
number of successful grant applications and sponsorship opportunities which have 
allowed us to extend our services to the wider community and to provide other     
avenues for promotion. 

 
 

Key Performance Area 4: Sustainability 
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Media Activity 

Date Media Topic 

26/07/2016 Daily Telegraph & Dream Baby Home Safety 

04/08/2016 Better Homes and Gardens Storage of chemicals 

10/08/2016 ABC Radio Bus safety 

08/09/2016 2GB Radio Choking hazard - earphones 

19/09/2016 2SM and 2WS Radio, Channel 7 

News 

Button batteries 

23/09/2016 Ausgrid Public Affairs Safety with trampolines & overhead 

wires 

11/12/2016 2GB Radio Drowning in backyard pools 

15/12/2016 Daily Telegraph Pool safety  

15/12/2016 That’s Life Hot water burns 

19/12/2016 Southern Cross Austereo Toddler drowning 

19/12/2016 2GB Radio Scooter and bike safety 

04/01/2017 Channel 7 Today Tonight Air lounger and falling furniture 

13/01/2017 Kidz on the Coast Magazine Water safety 

13/01/2017 2GB Radio Toddler climbing pool fence 

18/01/2017 Channel 10 Near drowning in floatation ring 

18/01/2017 Mamamia Nightwear strangulation hazard 

02/02/2017 Mamamia Rearward facing child car seats 

13/02/2017 Channel 9 News , Daily Telegraph 

Radio 2WS, 2UE 

Falls from balconies and windows 

02/03/2017 Channel 7 News ‘Uber’ style ride hiring for children  

11/03/2017 Channel 7 Sunrise Pedestrian and school safety  

15/03/2017 Mamamia Safe sleeping on planes 

15/03/2017 Daily Telegraph Home Magazine Cubby houses on balconies 

17/03/2017 ABC News Quad bike safety 

17/03/2017 Daily Telegraph Drowning in storm water drain 

30/03/2017 Daily Telegraph Children at home and travelling alone 

17/04/2017 Channel 9 News Poisoning 

17/04/2017 Victorian Media Amusement ride safety 

29/05/2017 Channel 9 News Bath tub drowning 

20/06/2017 Daily Telegraph Burns 

21/06/2017 Channel 9.Com Bath tub drowning 
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Governance 

 24/8/16 12/10/16 23/11/16 1/2/17 5/4/17 7/6/17 

Nicholas Cheng       

Julie Brown       

Lynn Kraus       

Kristy Abbott       

David Wilson   Resigned    

Susan Adams       

Nick Pigott       

Kathleen Clap-

ham 
      

David Howarth       

Christopher Zinn       

Sarah Adams       

Kate Hunter     Commenced  

Emma Webster     Commenced  

Key 

Attendance 

Apology 

Absent—no apology 

Non member 
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Kidsafe NSW Staff 

Christine Erskine Vicki Milne Stacie Powell 

Executive Officer Manager Project Officer 

 Road Safety Road Safety 

Kay Lockhart Kim Cooke Belinda Aussel 

Manager Project Officer Administration Officer 

Playground Advisory Unit Playground Advisory Unit  

Vicky Paranomos 

Volunteer 
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Lorrie Fay Memorial Kidsafe NSW Scholarship 

The Lorrie Fay Memorial Scholarship was established by the  family 
of Lorrie Fay in recognition of her lengthy and devoted service to 
Kidsafe. Their aim is to continue her dream of a safe, caring and 
healthy environment for children. The bequest fund is managed 
through the University of NSW (UNSW) and provides a Scholarship 
to UNSW medical students undertaking Honours Program or an  
Independent Learning Project (ILP). 

The first scholarship was awarded in 2011 to Jodie Wheatley who 
examined the risk factors  associated with serious injury following 
a motor vehicle accident in children aged <3 years, over a 10-year 

period. The study identified the associations of restraint status, seating position,             
urbanisation, impact direction, estimated vehicle speed and occupant ejection, with injury 
severity, based on the hypothesis that these risk factors will affect the severity of injuries 
sustained by young children. 

In 2012 a scholarship was awarded to Jasmine Rosewarne. This research assessed the    
feasibility of conducting an in-depth case control study of falls among children from      
windows and balconies to test the hypothesis that there are environmental and family/
child differences among families and dwellings where children fall from building and 
where they do not.  

The successful scholarship applicant in 2015 was Amanda Zhou. Her study was a             
retrospective study to determine the incidence and epidemiology of serious fall-related 
paediatric injuries in Australia during 2002-2012, with a particular focus on falls from 
buildings. The project aimed to determine the number and incidence of falls involving  
children at a national level, the characteristics and sub mechanisms of these falls and the 
severity of injury sustained. 

In 2016 Evangeline Woodford was awarded a scholarship where she completed an          
Independent Learning Project with the University of New South Wales to increase the    
evidence-base of car seat recommendations. The main focus of the project was on the 
harness cross-chest clip on child restraints, which are essentially not used in Australia in 
response to concerns that it might inflict neck injuries during a crash. No large-scale       
research has previously been conducted to quantify the impact and role of chest-clip use 
during a crash, so current Australian best-practice recommendations hinge on expert     
advice. Her paper on this topic was presented at the Australian Road Safety Conference in 
2017. 

Kidsafe would like to thank these researchers embarking on their career as injury            
prevention advocates and clinicians. However, their contribution to the body of 
knowledge on child injury prevention would not have been possible without the            
forethought of Lorrie Fay and her family. 

Bequests & Scholarships 
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Leycester Meares Bequest 

The Honourable Mr Justice Charles Leycester Devenish Meares, AC, 
CMG (1909-1994) led a distinguished career as a barrister, soldier 
and Judge of the Supreme Court of NSW for a period of 10 years 
from 1969.  

He held many positions of great importance, including Chairman of 
the NSW Bar Council (1961-63), First President of the Australian Bar 
Association (1963-64), on the Council of the Professions, and        
Chairman of the NSW Law Reform Commission. He was appointed a 
QC in 1954.  

On his retirement in 1979 he pursued his interest in working with national organisations 
whose aim was to assist those with a disability and to advocate for injury prevention      
particularly among children. In fact, he played a leading role in establishing the Child      
Accident Prevention Foundation (CAPFA), otherwise known as Kidsafe Australia. The Hon 
CLD Meares was Vice President of the Foundation for 10 years.  

According to The Hon. Raymond Reynolds (NSW Supreme Court Judge from 1967-83), “had 
it not been for the commitment with which The Hon CLD Meares pursued the idea with 
state governments and in medical and road safety circles, to make a good idea an           
established and funded reality, it is very doubtful that the Foundation would have become 
the major children’s advocacy organisation it now is.” 

In 1995, CAPFA established a perpetual trust known as The Leycester Meares Bequest as a 
result of the significant financial contribution of $50,000 from the Estate of Justice Meares, 
and in honour of the valuable support he provided to Kidsafe over many years.  

An additional $50,000 was contributed to the Bequest from barristers and members of Bar 
Associations across Australia. Investment derived from the Bequest supports national    
Kidsafe projects including National Kidsafe Day.   

Kidsafe Australia acknowledges the valuable,     
ongoing support of the Trustees of The Leycester 
Meares Bequest which contributes to the            
organisation’s ability to advocate on child safety 
issues, and provide the community, parents and     
carers with information, advice, guidance and    
support. 

In 2016, the Trustees approved an allocation of 
funds to National Kidsafe Day. Their contribution 
greatly assisted in making National Kidsafe Day a 
resounding success.  

 

Bequests & Scholarships 


