
Benefits 
Sandpits are a fun way for children to socialise 
with others. Most children love to build and model 
objects out of sand. To ensure that children gain 
the best experience from your sandpit it is         
important to consider a few basic construction and 
maintenance guidelines. 
 

Size 
Size of the sandpit is based on the number of   
children using the service. A general guideline is 
15mĮ for 20 children, 30mĮ for 40  children, and 
40mĮ for 60 children. Sandpits can be of various 
shapes and even split level. 
 
A minimum depth of 500mm sand is ideal to allow 
digging big, deep holes!.  
 
Setting 
Sandpits are traditionally seen as a quiet play 
space and it is important they are positioned away 
from the main flow of traffic whilst still being easily      
supervised. Corners of playgrounds and alongside 
fences are preferred sandpit locations. 
 

Incorporating natural elements such as boulders, 
dry creek beds and strappy leaf plants are popular 
for establishing a special ñsense of placeò.   
 
Boulders can be placed into the sandpit or as    
edging. Boulders should be large enough to sit on 
or to be used as small building decks. They should 
measure from 300-700mm across and 300-
450mm high. Boulders need to be stable and 
should not be able to be moved or tilted.  
 
Round-off sharp edges of boulders or rocks.    

Introduce plants to at least one edge of the sandpit. 
Include groundcover, strappy plants, plumed     
grasses and shade trees. A tap or access to water 
such as from a water tank or hand pump is          
recommended for play with wet sand. 

Shade 
Sandpits should be adequately shaded. Deciduous 
trees can be used to provide shade in summer 
whilst open branches allow the sun to filter through 
in winter. Shade structures with removable sails or a 
cantilevered umbrella are great shade solutions. 

 

Sand selection is important. Washed 
beach or river sand is recommended.          

Builder or brick sand is not                   
recommended. 
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